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The definitive firsthand account of the groundbreaking research of Philip Zimbardo—the basis for the
award-winning film The Stanford Prison Experiment

Renowned social psychologist and creator of the Stanford Prison Experiment Philip Zimbardo explores the
mechanisms that make good people do bad things, how moral people can be seduced into acting immorally,
and what this says about the line separating good from evil.

The Lucifer Effect explains how—and the myriad reasons why—we are all susceptible to the lure of “the
dark side.” Drawing on examples from history as well as his own trailblazing research, Zimbardo details how
situational forces and group dynamics can work in concert to make monsters out of decent men and women. 

Here, for the first time and in detail, Zimbardo tells the full story of the Stanford Prison Experiment, the
landmark study in which a group of college-student volunteers was randomly divided into “guards” and
“inmates” and then placed in a mock prison environment. Within a week the study was abandoned, as
ordinary college students were transformed into either brutal, sadistic guards or emotionally broken
prisoners.

By illuminating the psychological causes behind such disturbing metamorphoses, Zimbardo enables us to
better understand a variety of harrowing phenomena, from corporate malfeasance to organized genocide to
how once upstanding American soldiers came to abuse and torture Iraqi detainees in Abu Ghraib. He
replaces the long-held notion of the “bad apple” with that of the “bad barrel”—the idea that the social setting
and the system contaminate the individual, rather than the other way around.

This is a book that dares to hold a mirror up to mankind, showing us that we might not be who we think we
are. While forcing us to reexamine what we are capable of doing when caught up in the crucible of
behavioral dynamics, though, Zimbardo also offers hope. We are capable of resisting evil, he argues, and can
even teach ourselves to act heroically. Like Hannah Arendt’s Eichmann in Jerusalem and Steven Pinker’s
The Blank Slate, The Lucifer Effect is a shocking, engrossing study that will change the way we view human
behavior.

Praise for The Lucifer Effect

“The Lucifer Effect will change forever the way you think about why we behave the way we do—and, in
particular, about the human potential for evil. This is a disturbing book, but one that has never been more
necessary.”—Malcolm Gladwell

“An important book . . . All politicians and social commentators . . . should read this.”—The Times
(London)

“Powerful . . . an extraordinarily valuable addition to the literature of the psychology of violence or
‘evil.’”—The American Prospect



“Penetrating . . . Combining a dense but readable and often engrossing exposition of social psychology
research with an impassioned moral seriousness, Zimbardo challenges readers to look beyond glib
denunciations of evil-doers and ponder our collective responsibility for the world’s ills.”—Publishers
Weekly

“A sprawling discussion . . . Zimbardo couples a thorough narrative of the Stanford Prison Experiment with
an analysis of the social dynamics of the Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq.”—Booklist

“Zimbardo bottled evil in a laboratory. The lessons he learned show us our dark nature but also fill us with
hope if we heed their counsel. The Lucifer Effect reads like a novel.”—Anthony Pratkanis, Ph.D.,
professor emeritus of psychology, University of California

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Barbour:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good
People Turn Evil. Try to face the book The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil as
your friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to
knowledge with this book.

Melissa Conner:

The book The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book The
Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil? A few of you have a different opinion about
guide. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
together with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn
Evil has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jason Villalobos:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get previous to. The The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil giving
you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your
better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try
this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Eleanor Abney:

As we know that book is important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This book The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil was filled about
science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people



has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can really
feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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