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For Frederick the Great, the prescription for warfare was simple: kurz und vives ("short and lively") - wars
that relied upon swift, powerful, and decisive military operations. Robert Citino takes us on a dramatic march
through Prussian and German military history to show how that primal theme played out time and time
again. Citino focuses on operational warfare to demonstrate continuity in German military campaigns from
the time of Elector Frederick Wilhelm and his great "sleigh-drive" against the Swedes to the age of Adolf
Hitler and the blitzkrieg to the gates of Moscow. Along the way, he underscores the role played by the
Prussian army in elevating a small, vulnerable state to the ranks of the European powers, describes how
nineteenth-century victories over Austria and France made the German army the most respected in Europe,
and reviews the lessons learned from the trenches of World War I. Through this long view, Citino reveals an
essential recurrent pattern - rapid troop movements and surprise attacks, maneuvers to outflank the enemy,
and a determination to annihilate the opposition - that made it possible for the Germans to fight armies often
larger than their own. He highlights the aggressiveness of Prussian and German commanders - trained simply
to find the enemy and keep attacking - and destroys the myth of Auftragstaktik ("flexible command"),
replacing it with the independence of subordinate commanders. He also brings new interpretations to well-
known operations, such as Moltke's 1866 campaign and the opening campaign in 1914, while introducing
readers to less familiar but important battles like Langensalza and the Annaberg. The German way of war, as
Citino shows, was fostered by the development of a widely accepted and deeply embedded military culture
that supported and rewarded aggression. His book offers a fresh look at one of the most remarkable,
respected, and reviled militaries of the past half millennium and marks another sterling contribution to the
history of operational warfare.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Babcock:

Here thing why this The German Way of War: From the Thirty Years' War to the Third Reich (Modern War
Studies) are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends
in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The German Way of War: From the
Thirty Years' War to the Third Reich (Modern War Studies) giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with The German Way of
War: From the Thirty Years' War to the Third Reich (Modern War Studies). It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can
be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your method
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of The
German Way of War: From the Thirty Years' War to the Third Reich (Modern War Studies) in e-book can be
your alternative.

Gladys Myers:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make a professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is The German Way of War: From the Thirty Years' War to the Third
Reich (Modern War Studies) this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now.
This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer require to
explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's
why this book appropriate all of you.

Pablo Cowart:

Beside this kind of The German Way of War: From the Thirty Years' War to the Third Reich (Modern War
Studies) in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information
and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel
like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The German Way of War: From the
Thirty Years' War to the Third Reich (Modern War Studies) because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you often have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not
end up to happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and also read it from right
now!



James Fox:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in
the top checklist in your reading list is definitely The German Way of War: From the Thirty Years' War to
the Third Reich (Modern War Studies). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get
you closer in getting precious person. By looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.
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