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This brief, compelling life story of a drug addict poses and answers questions of broad public concern about
social responsibility, illicit drug use, hidden economies, and social inequality. Merrill Singer, a medical
anthropologist involved in the public health impact of alcohol and illicit drug use, conducted interviews over
a seven-year period with Tony, a street drug addict who grew up in the inner city. Tony learned the ways of
using and selling drugs from his father, became an enforcer in a street gang, spent considerable time in
prison, committed seemingly heartless, violent acts, and has had to struggle with the knowledge that he
suffers from HIV infection. Tony's life story is an insider, personal view of a tumultuous, marginalized world
that intertwines closely with the wider social milieu constructed and sustained by the U.S. political economy.
Unique to this book is its attempt to understand the forces that contribute to the risky behavior of drug use,
even at a time when drug users know about its deadly and damaging connection to diseases like HIV and
hepatitis. Tony's story demonstrates that none of us make choices in a vacuum. Further, the book addresses
important issues about how structures of social inequality in our society impact the lives and options of those
at the bottom of the social ladder.

Also by Merrill Singer and available from Waveland Press: Drugging the Poor: Legal and Illegal Drugs and
Social Inequality (ISBN 9781577664949); Drugs and Development: The Global Impact on Sustainable
Growth and Human Rights (ISBN 9781577665724); and Something Dangerous: Emergent and Changing
Illicit Drug Use and Community Health (ISBN 9781577663768). Titles of related interest also available from
Waveland Press: Glasser, Anthropology of Addictions and Recovery (ISBN 9781577665588); Howell, Hard
Living on Clay Street: Portraits of Blue Collar Families (ISBN 9780881335262); Pfohl, Images of Deviance
and Social Control: A Sociological History, Second Edition (ISBN 9781577666196); Shannon, Urban
Problems in Sociological Perspective, Fourth Edition (ISBN 9781577661955); and Spradley, You Owe
Yourself a Drunk: An Ethnography of Urban Nomads (ISBN 9781577660859).
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From reader reviews:

Lois Yale:

Here thing why that The Face of Social Suffering: Life History of a Street Drug Addict are different and
trusted to be yours. First of all reading a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the
content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Face of Social Suffering: Life History of a Street Drug Addict
giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no
publication that similar with The Face of Social Suffering: Life History of a Street Drug Addict. It gives you
thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be
can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique
home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The
Face of Social Suffering: Life History of a Street Drug Addict in e-book can be your choice.

Michael Kelly:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if
you want truly feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The The Face
of Social Suffering: Life History of a Street Drug Addict is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Ralph Dell:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Face of Social Suffering: Life
History of a Street Drug Addict why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the
content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your
reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Carol Smith:

This The Face of Social Suffering: Life History of a Street Drug Addict is new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Face of
Social Suffering: Life History of a Street Drug Addict can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside that book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books create itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel



tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book style
for your better life as well as knowledge.
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