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NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY KIRKUS REVIEWS

Good Prose is an inspiring book about writing—about the creation of good prose—and the record of a warm
and productive literary friendship. The story begins in 1973, in the offices of The Atlantic Monthly, in
Boston, where a young freelance writer named Tracy Kidder came looking for an assignment. Richard Todd
was the editor who encouraged him. From that article grew a lifelong association. Before long, Kidder’s The
Soul of a New Machine, the first book the two worked on together, had won the Pulitzer Prize. It was a heady
moment, but for Kidder and Todd it was only the beginning of an education in the art of nonfiction.
 
Good Prose explores three major nonfiction forms: narratives, essays, and memoirs. Kidder and Todd draw
candidly, sometimes comically, on their own experience—their mistakes as well as accomplishments—to
demonstrate the pragmatic ways in which creative problems get solved. They also turn to the works of a wide
range of writers, novelists as well as nonfiction writers, for models and instruction. They talk about narrative
strategies (and about how to find a story, sometimes in surprising places), about the ethical challenges of
nonfiction, and about the realities of making a living as a writer. They offer some tart and emphatic opinions
on the current state of language. And they take a clear stand against playing loose with the facts. Their advice
is always grounded in the practical world of writing and publishing.
 
Good Prose—like Strunk and White’s The Elements of Style—is a succinct, authoritative, and entertaining
arbiter of standards in contemporary writing, offering guidance for the professional writer and the beginner
alike. This wise and useful book is the perfect companion for anyone who loves to read good books and
longs to write one.

Praise for Good Prose
 
“Smart, lucid, and entertaining.”—The Boston Globe
 
“You are in such good company—congenial, ironic, a bit old-school—that you’re happy to follow [Kidder
and Todd] where they lead you.”—The Wall Street Journal
 
“[A] well-structured, to-the-point, genuinely useful, and fun-to-read guide to writing narrative nonfiction,
essays, and memoir . . . Crisp, informative, and mind-expanding.”—Booklist  
 
“A gem . . . The finer points of creative nonfiction are molded into an inspiring read that will affect the
would-be writer as much as Anne Lamott’s Bird by Bird or Stephen King’s On Writing. . . . This is a must
read for nonfiction writers.”—Library Journal
 
“As approachable and applicable as any writing manual available.”—Associated Press

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Monica Ceja:

The book Good Prose: The Art of Nonfiction can give more knowledge and information about everything
you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Good Prose: The Art of Nonfiction? Several
of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for
that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Good Prose: The Art of Nonfiction has
simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world
by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Natasha Rich:

The feeling that you get from Good Prose: The Art of Nonfiction may be the more deep you digging the
information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to understand but Good Prose: The Art of Nonfiction giving you excitement feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read that
because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We recommend you for having this Good Prose: The Art of Nonfiction instantly.

William Chestnut:

The book untitled Good Prose: The Art of Nonfiction contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains
the woman idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides
you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can please read
on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice learn.

Robert Williams:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Good Prose: The Art of Nonfiction to
make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book
and reading especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside that
the book Good Prose: The Art of Nonfiction can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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