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Fighting Words offers an entirely new understanding of what literary naturalism is and why it matters.
 
Ira Wells, countering the standard narrative of literary naturalism’s much-touted concern with environmental
and philosophical determinism, draws attention to the polemical essence of the genre and demonstrates how
literary naturalists engaged instead with explosive political and cultural issues that remain fervently debated
today. Naturalist writers, Wells argues in Fighting Words, are united less by a coherent philosophy than by
an attitude, a posture of aggressive controversy, which happens to cluster loosely around particular social
issues. To an extent not yet appreciated, literary naturalists took controversial—and frequently
contrarian—positions on a wide range of literary, political, and social issues.
 
Frank Norris, for instance, famously declared the innate inferiority of female novelists and frequently wrote
about literature in tones suggestive of racial warfare. Theodore Dreiser once advocated, with deadly
earnestness, a program of state-run infanticide for disabled or unwanted children. Richard Wright praised the
Stalin-Hitler agreement of 1939 as “a great step toward peace.” While many of their arguments were
irascible, attention-seeking, and self-consciously inflammatory, the combative spirit that fueled these
outbursts remains central to the canonical texts of the movement.
 
Wells considers Frank Norris’s The Octopus in light of the emerging discourses of environmentalism and
ecological despoliation, and examines the issue of abortion in Theodore Dreiser’s An American Tragedy. A
chapter on Richard Wright’s Native Son takes issue with traditional humanistic readings of its protagonist by
analyzing the disturbing relationship between terrorism and lynching as a crime and punishment that resists
formal incorporation into the law.
 
By highlighting the contentious rhetoric that infuses the canonical texts of literary naturalism, Fighting
Words opens up a wide-ranging and interdisciplinary interrogation of racial, sexual, and environmental
polemics in American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Jackson:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent all day long to reading a book. The book Fighting Words: Polemics and Social Change in Literary
Naturalism (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book
from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.

Elsie Port:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled Fighting
Words: Polemics and Social Change in Literary Naturalism (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) your head will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will end
up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one application
form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Fighting Words: Polemics and
Social Change in Literary Naturalism (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) giving you one more experience
more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let
us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you
are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?

John Davis:

Fighting Words: Polemics and Social Change in Literary Naturalism (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) can
be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into
delight arrangement in writing Fighting Words: Polemics and Social Change in Literary Naturalism (Amer
Lit Realism & Naturalism) yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial considering.

Gregory Medina:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source which filled update of news.



Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Fighting Words: Polemics and Social Change in Literary Naturalism (Amer Lit Realism &
Naturalism) when you needed it?
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