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WINNER OF THE NATIONAL BOOK AWARD

A stunning poetry debut: this meditation on the black female figure throughout time introduces us to a brave
and penetrating new voice.
 
Robin Coste Lewis’s electrifying collection is a triptych that begins and ends with lyric poems considering
the roles desire and race play in the construction of the self. The central panel is the title poem, “Voyage of
the Sable Venus,” a riveting narrative made up entirely of titles of artworks from ancient times to the
present—titles that feature or in some way comment on the black female figure in Western art. Bracketed by
Lewis’s autobiographical poems, “Voyage” is a tender and shocking study of the fragmentary mysteries of
stereotype, as it juxtaposes our names for things with what we actually see and know. Offering a new
understanding of biography and the self, this collection questions just where, historically, do ideas about the
black female figure truly begin—five hundred years ago, five thousand, or even longer? And what role has
art played in this ancient, often heinous story? From the “Young Black Female Carrying / a Perfume Vase”
to a “Little Brown Girl / Girl Standing in a Tree / First Day of Voluntary / School Integration,” this poet
adores her culture and the beauty to be found within it. Yet she is also a cultural critic alert to the nuances of
race and desire and how they define us all, including herself, as she explores her own sometimes painful
history. Lewis’s book is a thrilling aesthetic anthem to the complexity of race—a full embrace of its pleasure
and horror, in equal parts.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Ramos:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Voyage of the Sable Venus: and Other Poems. Try to stumble through book
Voyage of the Sable Venus: and Other Poems as your friend. It means that it can for being your friend when
you truly feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your
case. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little thing by the
book. So , let me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Paul Norris:

This Voyage of the Sable Venus: and Other Poems usually are reliable for you who want to become a
successful person, why. The reason of this Voyage of the Sable Venus: and Other Poems can be among the
great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with
information that maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it
everywhere you go and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside that this Voyage of
the Sable Venus: and Other Poems giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Leslie White:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Voyage of the Sable Venus: and Other Poems your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in a e-book then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get before. The Voyage of the Sable Venus: and Other Poems giving you yet another experience more
than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular
era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when
you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Terry Speller:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And you know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to
something by book. A substantial number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them



is actually Voyage of the Sable Venus: and Other Poems.
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