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In the last two decades of the nineteenth century, Americans were faced with the challenges and uncertainties
of a new era. The comfortable Victorian values of continuity, progress, and order clashed with the unsettling
modern notions of constant change, relative truth, and chaos. Attempting to embrace the intellectual
challenges of modernism, American thinkers of the day were yet reluctant to welcome the wholesale
rejection of the past and destruction of traditional values.

In Reluctant Modernism: American Thought and Culture, 1880–1900, George Cotkin surveys the intellectual
life of this crucial transitional period. His story begins with the Darwinian controversies, since the
mainstream of American culture was just beginning to come to grips with the implications of the Origins of
Species, published in 1859. Cotkin demonstrates the effects of this shift in thinking on philosophy,
anthropology, and the newly developing field of psychology. Drawing on his extensive knowledge of these
fields, he explains clearly and concisely the essential tenets of such major thinkers and writers as William
James, Franz Boas, Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Henry Adams, and Kate Chopin. Throughout this fascinating,
readable history of the American fin de siècle run the contrasting themes of continuity and change, faith and
rationalism, despair over the meaninglessness of life and, ultimately, a guarded optimism about the future.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Byler:

Here thing why this specific Reluctant Modernism: American Thought and Culture, 1880-1900 are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the content than it which
is the content is as yummy as food or not. Reluctant Modernism: American Thought and Culture, 1880-1900
giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide
that similar with Reluctant Modernism: American Thought and Culture, 1880-1900. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can
be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by
train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Reluctant
Modernism: American Thought and Culture, 1880-1900 in e-book can be your alternate.

Eric Lowe:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of
several ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual
more imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring
someone to imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to
others. When you read this Reluctant Modernism: American Thought and Culture, 1880-1900, you are able
to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make
them reading a reserve.

William Martin:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Reluctant Modernism:
American Thought and Culture, 1880-1900, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish
to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand
it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Carole Houston:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon.
You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that



recommended to you is Reluctant Modernism: American Thought and Culture, 1880-1900 this reserve
consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so
why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand.
Typically the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.
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