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Confederate cavalry has a storied and favorable relationship with the history of the Civil War. Tales of raids
and daring exploits create awhiff of lingering romance about the horse soldiers of the Lost Cause.
Sometimes, however, romance obscures history.

In August 1863 William Rosecrans' Union Army of the Cumberland embarked on a campaign of maneuver
to turn Braxton Bragg's Army of Tennessee out of Chattanooga, one of the most important industrial and
logistical centers of the Confederacy. Despite the presence of two Southern cavalry corps (nearly 14,000
horsemen) under legendary commanders Nathan Bedford Forrest and Joe Wheeler, Union troops crossed the
Tennessee River unopposed and unseen, slipped through the passes cutting across the knife-ridged
mountains, moved into the narrow valleys, and turned Bragg's left flank. Threatened with the loss of the
railroad that fed his army, Bragg had no choice but to retreat. He lost Chattanooga without afight.

After two more weeks of maneuvering, skirmishing, and botched attacks Bragg struck back at Chickamauga,
where he was once again surprised by the position of the Union army and the manner in which the fighting
unfolded. Although the combat ended with a stunning Southern victory, Federal counterblows that
November reversed all that had been so dearly purchased.

David A. Powell’ s Failure in the Saddle: Nathan Bedford Forrest, Joseph Wheeler, and the Confederate
Cavdry in the Chickamauga Campaign is the first in-depth attempt to determine what role the Confederate
cavalry played in both the loss of Chattanooga and the staggering number of miscues that followed up to,
through, and beyond Chickamauga. Powell draws upon an array of primary accounts and his intimate
knowledge of the battlefield to reach several startling conclusions: Bragg's experienced cavalry generals
routinely fed him mideading information, failed to screen important passes and river crossings, allowed
petty command politics to routinely influence their decision-making, and on more than one occasion
disobeyed specific and repeated orders that may have changed the course of the campaign.

Richly detailed and elegantly written, Failure in the Saddle offers new perspectives on the role of the Rebel
horsemen in every combat large and small waged during this long and bloody campaign and, by default, a
fresh assessment of the generalship of Braxton Bragg. This judiciously reasoned account includes a guided
tour of the cavalry operations, several appendices of important information, and original cartography. Itis
essential reading for students of the Western Theater.

About the Author: David A. Powell is agraduate of the Virginia Military Institute (Class of 1983) with aBA
in history. He has published numerous articles in magazines, more than fifteen historical simulations of
various battles, and is the co-author (with David A. Friedrichs) of The Maps of Chickamauga: An Atlas of
the Chickamauga Campaign, Including the Tullahoma Operations, June 22—September 23, 1863, a selection
of the History and Military book clubs.



REVIEWS

“...arichly detailed and elegantly written study full of insightful tactical commentary, new perspectives on
the strategic role of the rebel horseman, and fresh insights on every engagement, large and small, waged
during the bloody North Georgia campaign.”

James Durney, 10/2010

“David A. Powell’ s deeply researched and thoroughly analyzed Failure in the Saddle demonstrates that the
vaunted Confederate cavalry under Nathan Bedford Forrest and Joe Wheeler failed miserably during the
Chickamauga Campaign. Their errors mislead Gen. Braxton Bragg, lost Chattanooga to the Confederacy,
and turned the great success at Chickamaugainto an empty victory.” — Eric J. Wittenberg, award-winning
Civil War cavary historian
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From reader reviews:
Charles Carter:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
thiskind of aren't like that. This Failure in the Saddle: Nathan Bedford Forrest, Joe Wheeler, and the
Confederate Cavalry in the Chickamauga Campaign book is readable by means of you who hate the straight
word style. You will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding Failure in the Saddle;
Nathan Bedford Forrest, Joe Wheeler, and the Confederate Cavalry in the Chickamauga Campaign content
conveys prospect easily to understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
content material but it just different by means of it. So, do you nonetheless thinking Failure in the Saddle:
Nathan Bedford Forrest, Joe Wheeler, and the Confederate Cavalry in the Chickamauga Campaign is not
loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Janelle Smith:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Failure in the Saddle: Nathan Bedford Forrest, Joe Whedler,
and the Confederate Cavalry in the Chickamauga Campaign as your daily resource information.

Patsy Cassdlla:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can haveit in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. Thiskind of Failurein the Saddle: Nathan Bedford Forrest, Joe
Wheeler, and the Confederate Cavalry in the Chickamauga Campaign can give you alot of close friends
because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make a person more like an
interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information
that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be great men and
women. So , why hesitate? We should have Failure in the Saddle: Nathan Bedford Forrest, Joe Wheeler, and
the Confederate Cavalry in the Chickamauga Campaign.

Carolyn Franklin:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of
news. Within this modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and



comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just trying to find the Failure in the Saddle: Nathan Bedford Forrest, Joe Wheeler, and the
Confederate Cavalry in the Chickamauga Campaign when you necessary it?
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