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Between the eleventh and thirteenth centuries, Venice transformed itself from a struggling merchant
commune to a powerful maritime empire that would shape events in the Mediterranean for the next four
hundred years. In this magisterial new book on medieval Venice, Thomas F. Madden traces the city-state's
extraordinary rise through the life of Enrico Dandolo (c. 1107-1205), who ruled Venice as doge from 1192
until his death. The scion of a prosperous merchant family deeply involved in palitics, religion, and
diplomacy, Dandolo led Venice's forces during the disastrous Fourth Crusade (1201-1204), which set out to
conquer Islamic Egypt but instead destroyed Christian Byzantium. Y et despite his influence on the course of
Venetian history,we know little about Dandolo, and much of what is known has been distorted by myth.

Thefirst full-length study devoted to Dandolo's life and times, Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of Venice
corrects the many misconceptions about him that have accumulated over the centuries, offering an accurate
and incisive assessment of Dandolo's motives, abilities, and achievements as doge, as well as his role?and
Venice's?in the Fourth Crusade. Madden also examines the means and methods by which the Dandolo family
rose to prominence during the preceding century, thusilluminating medieval Venice's singular political,
social, and religious environment. Culminating with the crisis precipitated by the failure of the Fourth
Crusade, Madden's groundbreaking work reveal s the extent to which Dandolo and his successors became
torn between the anxieties and apprehensions of Venice's citizens and its escalating obligations as a
Mediterranean power.
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From reader reviews:
Irving Hansen:

Nowadays reading books be alittle more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book thisimprove your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy
read one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of
Veniceiskind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Julie Ross;

This Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of Venice tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The key reason why of this Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of Venice can be anong
the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you
with information that maybe will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Enrico Dandolo
and the Rise of Venice forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo
of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. S0, let's have it appreciate reading.

Candy Dixon:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you alot

of new data. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of Venice, it is possible to tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading areserve.

Russell Pittman:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of Venice your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every single word
written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get
before. The Enrico Dandolo and the Rise of Venice giving you one more experience more than blown away
your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning
an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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