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In Defining Reality, Edward Schiappa argues that definitional disputes should be treated less as philosophical

questions of “is” and more as sociopolitical questions of “ought.” Instead of asking “What is X?” he

advocates that definitions be considered as proposals for shared knowledge and institutional norms, as in

“What should count as X in context Y, given our needs and interests?”

 

Covering a broad scope of argument in rhetorical theory, as well as in legal, medical, scientific, and

environmental debates, Schiappa shows the act of defining to be a specialized and learned behavior, and

therefore one that can be studied and improved. In response to theories that deem discourse to be persuasive,

the author asserts that all discourse is definitive discourse that contributes to our construction of a shared

reality.

 

Defining Reality sheds light on our methods of creating common truths through language and argumentation

and forces us to reconsider the contexts, limitations, and adaptability of our definitions. Hinging on a

synthesis of arguments regarding the significance of definitional practices, the book is bolstered by a series

of case studies of debates about rape, euthanasia, abortion, and political and environmental issues. These

case studies ground Schiappa’s concepts in reality and delineate the power of public discourse within legal

contexts. Ranging widely among disciplines from philosophy and classical philology to constitutional law

and cognitive psychology, this study substantially contributes to the scholarship of rhetoric and

argumentation, particularly as they function in the realm of public discourse.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Lumpkin:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you that Defining Reality: Definitions and the
Politics of Meaning (Rhetorical Philosophy and Theory) book as basic and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Kelli Smith:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Defining Reality: Definitions and the Politics of Meaning (Rhetorical
Philosophy and Theory) book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info
here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that
want to offer to you. The writer connected with Defining Reality: Definitions and the Politics of Meaning
(Rhetorical Philosophy and Theory) content conveys prospect easily to understand by most people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to
thinking Defining Reality: Definitions and the Politics of Meaning (Rhetorical Philosophy and Theory) is not
loveable to be your top record reading book?

Irvin Ashbaugh:

This book untitled Defining Reality: Definitions and the Politics of Meaning (Rhetorical Philosophy and
Theory) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book
you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can
order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this
book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
reserve from your list.

Jesica Simon:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Defining Reality: Definitions and the Politics of
Meaning (Rhetorical Philosophy and Theory) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of
reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to
like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book Defining Reality: Definitions and the Politics
of Meaning (Rhetorical Philosophy and Theory) can to be your friend when you're experience alone and



confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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