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Argues that the rights of women in Muslim society are based on the preserved cultural standards of elites,
not the ethical philosophy of the Quran.

Contesting Justice examines the development of the laws and practices governing the status of women in
Muslim society, particularly in terms of marriage, polygamy, inheritance, and property rights. Ahmed E.
Souaiaia argues that such laws were not methodically derived from legal sources but rather are the preserved
understanding and practices of the early ruling elite. Based on his quantitative, linguistic, and normative
analyses of Quranic texts—and contrary to the established practice—the author shows that these texts
sanction only monogamous marriages, guarantee only female heirs’ shares, and do not prescribe an
inheritance principle that awards males twice the shares of females. He critically explores the way religion is
developed and then is transformed into a social control mechanism that transcends legal reform, gender-
sensitive education, or radical modernization. To ameliorate the legal, political, and economic status of
women in the Islamic world, Souaiaia recommends the strengthening of civil society institutions that will
challenge wealth-engendered majoritism, curtail society-manufactured conformity, and bridle the absolute
power of the state.

“…[Souaiaia’s] ideas are illuminating … his examination of Qur’anic laws, particularly those concerning
women, should resonate well in the international community. Moreover, he offers moderate Muslims a
refreshing new approach to the sort of interpretations that have traditionally stifled women’s advancement.”
— Religion

“Contesting Justice may be appreciated from two points of view. It is, on the one hand, an advocacy piece,
an original contribution to Islamic thought … But Justice also includes at least two chapters which, although
part of the author’s impassioned argument for a new view of Islamic law, also contain material that reveals
much about the workings of the classical tradition … [Souaiaia] is surely an intellectual to watch on the
North American Muslim scene.” —  Studies in Religion

“Contesting Justice is in many ways a groundbreaking and pioneering study that links discourses pertaining
to the nature, origins, development and the scope of Islamic law and practices with the concept of justice as it
relates to the legal and economic status of women with special attention to the Islamic laws of polygamy and
inheritance … Souaiaia’s book is an extremely important study and a major contribution to the literature of
Islamic law, legal theory, Islamic hermeneutics, as well as politics, women and gender studies and is
recommended highly to all those interested in these disciplines.” — Middle East Studies Online Journal

“In Contesting Justice, Ahmed Souaiaia offers an innovative examination of the link between social justice
and the Islamic interpretive and legal tradition … the author’s efforts at combining a theoretical approach
and practical methodology are commendable and very welcome efforts for scholars, students, and
practitioners of Islamic law and human rights.” — Journal of Middle East Women’s Studies
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Ward:

The book Contesting Justice: Women, Islam, Law, and Society give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Contesting Justice:
Women, Islam, Law, and Society being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like
available and read a reserve Contesting Justice: Women, Islam, Law, and Society. Kinds of book are a lot of.
It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Margaret Walker:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. For yourself who
want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Contesting Justice: Women, Islam, Law, and Society
book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Sam Hasse:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Contesting Justice: Women, Islam, Law,
and Society, it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of
hangout type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Marc Dean:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book and also novel and Contesting Justice: Women, Islam, Law, and Society or
others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes Contesting Justice: Women, Islam, Law, and Society to make your spare time far more colorful.
Many types of book like this.
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