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For nearly two and a half millennia, Alexander the Great has loomed over history as a legend–and an
enigma. Wounded repeatedly but always triumphant in battle, he conquered most of the known world, only
to die mysteriously at the age of thirty-two. In his day he was revered as a god; in our day he has been
reviled as a mass murderer, a tyrant as brutal as Stalin or Hitler.

Who was the man behind the mask of power? Why did Alexander embark on an unprecedented program of
global domination? What accounted for his astonishing success on the battlefield? In this luminous new
biography, the esteemed classical scholar and historian Guy MacLean Rogers sifts through thousands of
years of history and myth to uncover the truth about this complex, ambiguous genius.

Ascending to the throne of Macedonia after the assassination of his father, King Philip II, Alexander
discovered while barely out of his teens that he had an extraordinary talent and a boundless appetite for
military conquest. A virtuoso of violence, he was gifted with an uncanny ability to visualize how a battle
would unfold, coupled with devastating decisiveness in the field. Granicus, Issos, Gaugamela, Hydaspes–as
the victories mounted, Alexander’s passion for conquest expanded from cities to countries to continents.
When Persia, the greatest empire of his day, fell before him, he marched at once on India, intending to add it
to his holdings.

As Rogers shows, Alexander’s military prowess only heightened his exuberant sexuality. Though his taste
for multiple partners, both male and female, was tolerated, Alexander’s relatively enlightened treatment of
women was nothing short of revolutionary. He outlawed rape, he placed intelligent women in positions of
authority, and he chose his wives from among the peoples he conquered. Indeed, as Rogers argues,
Alexander’s fascination with Persian culture, customs, and sexual practices may have led to his downfall,
perhaps even to his death.

Alexander emerges as a charismatic and surprisingly modern figure–neither a messiah nor a genocidal
butcher but one of the most imaginative and daring military tacticians of all time. Balanced and authoritative,
this brilliant portrait brings Alexander to life as a man, without diminishing the power of the legend.
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From reader reviews:

Antonio Haynie:

The book Alexander: The Ambiguity of Greatness can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Alexander: The Ambiguity of
Greatness? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim which book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Alexander: The
Ambiguity of Greatness has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. You
can search the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Lisa Marsh:

The guide with title Alexander: The Ambiguity of Greatness contains a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information
that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how
the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can
read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Leslie Martin:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a book. The book Alexander: The Ambiguity of Greatness it is very good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high
quality.

Shameka Smith:

This Alexander: The Ambiguity of Greatness is great book for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind
of book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences included.
So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight
forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Alexander: The
Ambiguity of Greatness in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous
one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this e-book
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?
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