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At the height of the cocaine-fueled 1980s, Carolyn Wilkins left a disastrous marriage in Seattle and, hoping
to make it in the music business, moved with her four-year-old daughter to a gritty working-class town on
the edge of Boston. They Raised Me Up is the story of her battle to succeed in the world of jam sessions and
jazz clubs--a man’s world where women were seen as either sex objects or doormats. To survive, she had to
find a way to pay the bills, overcome a crippling case of stage fright, fend off a series of unsuitable men, and
most important, find a reliable babysitter.

Alternating with Carolyn’s story are the stories of her ancestors and mentors--five musically gifted women
who struggled to realize their dreams at the turn of the twentieth century:

Philippa Schuyler, whose efforts to “pass” for white inspired Carolyn to embrace her own black identity
despite her “damn near white” appearance and biracial child;

Marjory Jackson, the musician and single mother whose dark complexion and flamboyant lifestyle raised
eyebrows among her contemporaries in the snobby, color-conscious world of the African American elite;

Lilly Pruett, the daughter of an illiterate sharecropper whose stunning beauty might have been her only ticket
out of the “Jim Crow” South;

Ruth Lipscomb, the country girl who dreamed, against all odds, of becoming a concert pianist and realized
her improbable ambition in 1941;

Alberta Sweeney, who survived a devastating personal tragedy by relying on the musical talent and spiritual
stamina she had acquired growing up in a rough-and-tumble Kansas mining town.

They Raised Me Up interweaves memoir with family history to create an entertaining, informative, and
engrossing read that will appeal to anyone with an interest in African American or women’s history or to
readers simply looking for an intriguing story about music and family.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Coffman:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book They Raised Me Up: A Black Single Mother and the
Women Who Inspired Her. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we
know about how is important some sort of book They Raised Me Up: A Black Single Mother and the
Women Who Inspired Her. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Pamela Brock:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This They Raised Me Up: A Black Single Mother and the Women Who Inspired Her
book is readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange
for enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to
you. The writer involving They Raised Me Up: A Black Single Mother and the Women Who Inspired Her
content conveys the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different
in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking They Raised Me Up: A Black
Single Mother and the Women Who Inspired Her is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Fatima Leonard:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The They Raised Me Up: A Black Single Mother and the Women Who Inspired
Her will give you new experience in studying a book.

Jennifer Lorenzo:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This book They Raised Me Up: A Black Single Mother and the Women Who Inspired Her
was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you



simply wanted.
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