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The canonical American masterpiece of sin, guilt, and revenge, in an authoritative new edition from
Penguin Classics with a foreword by Tom Perrotta
 
At once retrospective and radically new, The Scarlet Letter portrays seventeenth-century Puritan New
England, a time period irreversibly encoded in the American identity. Hawthorne built one of the most
incisive and devastating human dramas ever written out of a community and its outcasts: Hester Prynne and
Arthur Dimmesdale, whose affair leaves one emblazoned with her sin and the other distraught with hidden
guilt; their daughter Pearl, born into ostracism; and Roger Chillingworth, driven to vengeance by hatred.
Though these characters face a set of specifically troubling circumstances, their words and actions point to
moral truths inherent in human affairs, independent of time and place. 
 
The text of this edition, approved by the Center for Scholarly Editions of the Modern Language Association,
is the result of an exhaustive examination of Hawthorne’s manuscript and other historical records. Robert
Milder provides an enlightening new scholarly introduction and bibliography. Tom Perrotta, whose novel
The Leftovers—now a hit HBO show—was influenced by Hawthorne’s work, provides a thoughtful
foreword on how he came to appreciate Hawthorne’s masterpiece.

For more than sixty-five years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,500 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Roberts:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for us. The book The Scarlet Letter has been making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book The
Scarlet Letter is not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored.
You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with all the book The
Scarlet Letter. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Randy Caldera:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the e-book untitled The Scarlet Letter can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best
activity to you.

Chris Walker:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Scarlet Letter which is
keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Regina Schubert:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Scarlet Letter can give you a lot of pals
because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like
an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Scarlet Letter.
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