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Avishai Margalit builds his social philosophy on this foundation: a decent society, or a civilized society, is
one whose institutions do not humiliate the people under their authority, and whose citizens do not humiliate
one another. What political philosophy needs urgently is a way that will permit us to live together without
humiliation and with dignity.

Most of the philosophical attention nowadays is drawn to the ideal of the just society based on the right
balance between freedom and equality. The ideal of the just society is a sublime one but hard to realize. The
decent society is an ideal which can be realized even in our children's lifetime. We should get rid of cruelty
first, advocated Judith Shklar. Humiliation is a close second. There is more urgency in bringing about a
decent society than in bringing about a just one.

Margalit begins concretely where we live, with all the infuriating acts of humiliation that make living in the
world so difficult. He argues in a concrete way in the spirit of Judith Shklar and Isaiah Berlin. This is a social
philosophy that resists all those menacing labels that promote moral laziness, just as it urges us to get beyond
the behavior that labels other human beings. Margalit can't be earmarked as liberal or conservative. If a label
is necessary, then the most suitable is George Orwell's humane socialism, a far cry from Animal Farm
socialism with its many tools of oppression. How to be decent, how to build a decent society, emerges out of
Margalit's analysis of the corrosive functioning of humiliation in its many forms. This is a thoroughly argued
and, what is much more, a deeply felt book that springs from Margalit's experience at the borderlands of
conflicts between Eastern Europeans and Westerners, between Palestinians and Israelis.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Malek:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yes, by
reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. In your case who
want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular The Decent Society book as beginning and
daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Jessica Bradburn:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one
works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take The Decent Society as the daily resource information.

Tabitha Devore:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book
you have read will be The Decent Society.

Wayne Robinson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Decent Society, it is possible to
enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh
occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.
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