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This volume represents the first book-length study of attitudes toward women in revolutionary France. Based
on extensive research in the libraries and archives of Paris, the book examines the impact of the Revolution's
ideology of liberty and equality. When the men of 1789 wrote the Declaration of the Rights of Man, they
were thinking in terms of man the male, not man the species. But there were some men and women who
interpreted it in terms of all humanity. The outrage of these individuals over what they perceived as a
discrepancy between the principles and the practice of the Revolution motivated them to produce some of the
most unhesitating declarations of sexual equality that had ever been seen in history. Dr. Proctor
demonstrates, however, these claims of equality were not simply ignored; they were categorically rejected by
the mainstream revolutionaries.

The book examines the typical 18th-century concept of women as alien and in some ways inferior beings and
traces the striking continuity between pre-Revolutionary and Revolutionary thought on the subject. Against
this background, Proctor addresses a number of important questions: How widespread was the support for a
movement in favor of sexual equality? What was the response of the Revolution itself to demands for equal
rights for women? How did the men of the French Revolution justify the contradiction between their
suppression of women and the ideologies for which they claimed to be fighting? To arrive at the answers, an
abundance of material produced in France in the 18th century is identified and analyzed, and cited in an
extensive bibliography of original sources. What finally emerges is not only a clearer picture of the French
Revolution and its attitude toward women, but a deeper understanding of the ambivalent attitudes toward
women that still affect our society today. This book will be an important resource for courses in European
history, the French Revolution, and women's studies, as well as a valuable reference for college, university,
and public libraries.
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From reader reviews:

Gilbert Johnson:

The guide untitled Women, Equality, and the French Revolution: (Contributions in Women's Studies) is the
e-book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to
you. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did
a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Women, Equality, and the French Revolution:
(Contributions in Women's Studies) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Nola Schroeder:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer might be Women, Equality, and the French Revolution: (Contributions in Women's
Studies) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Charles Gray:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more
time to be read. Women, Equality, and the French Revolution: (Contributions in Women's Studies) can be
your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Ruby Guillen:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The
Women, Equality, and the French Revolution: (Contributions in Women's Studies) will give you new
experience in studying a book.
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