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Western culture has long been fascinated by black women, but a history of enslavement and colonial
conquest has variously labeled black women's bodies as "exotic" and "grotesque." In this remarkable cultural
history of black female beauty, Janell Hobson explores the enduring figure of the "Hottentot Venus."

In 1810, Saartjie Baartman was taken from South Africa to Europe, where she was put on display at circuses,
salons, and museums and universities as the "Hottentot Venus." The subsequent legacy of representations of
black women's sexuality-from Josephine Baker to Serena Williams to hip-hop and dancehall videos-
continues to refer back to this persistent icon. This book analyzes the history of critical and artistic responses
to this iconography by black women in contemporary photography, film, literature, music, and dance.
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From reader reviews:

Patrice Gasaway:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question simply because just their
can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this Venus in the Dark: Blackness and Beauty in Popular
Culture to read.

David Bostick:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How
individuals to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking
at a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Venus in the Dark:
Blackness and Beauty in Popular Culture book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Tyler Dean:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this Venus in
the Dark: Blackness and Beauty in Popular Culture.

Emily Ferrell:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time
you only find book that need more time to be examine. Venus in the Dark: Blackness and Beauty in Popular
Culture can be your answer given it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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