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For much of his career, Johnny Cash opened his shows with the tagline, "Hello, I'm Johnny Cash." This
introduction seemed unnecessary, since everyone in the audience knew who he was?the famous musical
artist whose career spanned almost five decades, whose troubled life on and off the stage received wide
publicity, and whose cragged face seemed to express a depth and intensity not found in any other artist,
living or dead.

For Cash, as for many celebrities, renown was the product of both hard work and luck. Often a visionary and
always a tireless performer, he was subject to a whirlwind of social, economic, and cultural countercurrents.
Nine Choices explores the tension between Cash's desire for mainstream success, his personal struggles with
alcohol and drugs, and an ever-changing cultural landscape that often circumscribed his options.

Drawing on interviews, archival research, and textual analysis, Jonathan Silverman focuses on Cash's
personal and artistic choices as a way of understanding his life, his impact on American culture, and the
ways in which that culture in turn shaped him. Cash made decisions about where he would live, what he
would play, who would produce his albums, whether he would support the Vietnam War, and even if he
would flip his famous "bird"?the iconic image of Cash giving the finger which is now plastered on posters
and T-shirts everywhere?in the context of cultural forces both visible and opaque. He made other decisions
in consultation with a variety of people, many of whom were chiefly concerned with the reaction of his
audiences.

Less a conventional biography than a study of the making of an identity, Nine Choices explores how Johnny
Cash sought to define who he was, how he was perceived, and what he signified through a series of self-
conscious actions. The result, Silverman shows, was a life that was often tumultuous but never uninteresting.
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From reader reviews:

Billie Duran:

Often the book Nine Choices: Johnny Cash and American Culture has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after reading this article book.

Harry Nelson:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely of course. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited
right. Then do you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time,
often the book you have read is Nine Choices: Johnny Cash and American Culture.

Theo Garcia:

Nine Choices: Johnny Cash and American Culture can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of
us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Nine Choices: Johnny
Cash and American Culture nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial imagining.

Susan Padgett:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Nine Choices: Johnny Cash and American Culture this reserve consist a lot
of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.
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