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Unlike other barnyard animals, which pull plows, give eggs or milk, or grow wool, a pig produces only one
thing: meat. Incredibly efficient at converting almost any organic matter into nourishing, delectable protein,
swine are nothing short of a gastronomic godsend—yet their flesh is banned in many cultures, and the
animals themselves are maligned as filthy, lazy brutes.

As historian Mark Essig reveals in Lesser Beasts, swine have such a bad reputation for precisely the same
reasons they are so valuable as a source of food: they are intelligent, self-sufficient, and omnivorous. What’s
more, he argues, we ignore our historic partnership with these astonishing animals at our peril. Tracing the
interplay of pig biology and human culture from Neolithic villages 10,000 years ago to modern industrial
farms, Essig blends culinary and natural history to demonstrate the vast importance of the pig and the
tragedy of its modern treatment at the hands of humans. Pork, Essig explains, has long been a staple of the
human diet, prized in societies from Ancient Rome to dynastic China to the contemporary American South.
Yet pigs’ ability to track down and eat a wide range of substances (some of them distinctly unpalatable to
humans) and convert them into edible meat has also led people throughout history to demonize the entire
species as craven and unclean. Today’s unconscionable system of factory farming, Essig explains, is only the
latest instance of humans taking pigs for granted, and the most recent evidence of how both pigs and people
suffer when our symbiotic relationship falls out of balance.

An expansive, illuminating history of one of our most vital yet unsung food animals, Lesser Beasts turns a
spotlight on the humble creature that, perhaps more than any other, has been a mainstay of civilization since
its very beginnings—whether we like it or not.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this Lesser Beasts: A Snout-to-Tail History of the
Humble Pig book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Reginald McDade:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
large amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time,
we will say absolutely yes. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is definitely Lesser Beasts: A Snout-to-Tail History of the Humble Pig.

Keith Vanwagoner:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Lesser Beasts: A Snout-to-Tail History of
the Humble Pig, you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Mary Barnett:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Lesser Beasts: A Snout-to-Tail History
of the Humble Pig can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are consequently out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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