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Here is a magnificent account of a past rich in beauty and creativity, but also in tragedy and trauma. Eminent
historian Nell Irvin Painter blends a vivid narrative based on the latest research with a wonderful array of
artwork by African American artists, works which add a new depth to our understanding of black history.

Painter offers a history written for a new generation of African Americans, stretching from life in Africa
before slavery to today's hip-hop culture. The book describes the staggering number of Africans--over ten
million--forcibly transported to the New World, most doomed to brutal servitude in Brazil and the
Caribbean. Painter looks at the free black population, numbering close to half a million by 1860 (compared
to almost four million slaves), and provides a gripping account of the horrible conditions of slavery itself.
The book examines the Civil War, revealing that it only slowly became a war to end slavery, and shows how
Reconstruction, after a promising start, was shut down by terrorism by white supremacists. Painter traces
how through the long Jim Crow decades, blacks succeeded against enormous odds, creating schools and
businesses and laying the foundations of our popular culture. We read about the glorious outburst of artistic
creativity of the Harlem Renaissance, the courageous struggles for Civil Rights in the 1960s, the rise and fall
of Black Power, the modern hip-hop movement, and two black Secretaries of State. Painter concludes that
African Americans today are wealthier and better educated, but the disadvantaged are as vulnerable as ever.

Painter deeply enriches her narrative with a series of striking works of art--more than 150 in total, most in
full color--works that profoundly engage with black history and that add a vital dimension to the story, a new
form of witness that testifies to the passion and creativity of the African-American experience.

* Among the dozens of artists featured are Romare Bearden, Elizabeth Catlett, Beauford Delaney, Jacob
Lawrence, and Kara Walker

* Filled with sharp portraits of important African Americans, from Olaudah Equiano (one of the first African
slaves to leave a record of his captivity) and Toussaint L'Ouverture (who led the Haitian revolution), to
Harriet Tubman and Sojourner Truth, to Martin Luther King, Jr. and Malcolm X
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From reader reviews:

Ebony Thornton:

This Creating Black Americans: African-American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present book is
simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading
this book is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper
an individual read a lot of information you will get. This Creating Black Americans: African-American
History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present without we understand teach the one who looking at it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Creating Black Americans: African-American History and
Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present can bring when you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Creating Black Americans:
African-American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present having excellent arrangement in word and
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Pete Dominguez:

This book untitled Creating Black Americans: African-American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the
Present to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or
you can order it by way of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account
to past this reserve from your list.

Adam Schneider:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read.
If you want to test look for book, may be the book untitled Creating Black Americans: African-American
History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity
to you.

Tammy Carver:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Creating Black Americans: African-
American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination



right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What?
Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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