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The mysteries of the ancient Chinese text known as the I Ching continue to fascinate scholars and enthusiasts
alike. While sinologists rely on historical criticism to explain the meaning of the work, those who use it for
divination tend to accept without question the traditional account of its origin and purpose. Whereas modern
scholars are generally dismissive of the book's reputed mystical significance, traditionalists often resent
academic research into the oracle because it seems irreverent or iconoclastic. In The Mandate of Heaven, S.

J. Marshall sets out to reconcile these opposing approaches. He plumbs the book's numerous, hidden
historical references, reading them against other sources, and discovers that the oracle has far more narrative
integrity and basisin historical fact than anyone has previously appreciated.

The Mandate of Heaven focuses on the story of the | Ching's origins. The book is attributed to King Wen,
who died before he could succeed in overthrowing the tyrannical Shang dynasty. His son, King Wu,
eventually triumphed over the Shang and established the Zhou dynasty as the legitimate royal house.
According to the tradition, these events are in some ways alluded to in the earliest layer of commentary in
the | Ching, but no sound historical basis has been discovered to substantiate this claim. Consequently, since
the 1930s sinol ogists have discounted the value of thistradition. Marshall uncovers an account of Wu's
conguest in an important, previously overlooked passage that tells of a solar eclipse believed by the King to
have been an omen from Heaven to immediately march against the Shang. Marshall is able to match this
account with a scientifically verified solar eclipse that took place on June 20, 1070 B.C., just one of his many
historical readings that show how the earliest layer of the | Ching has preserved a hidden history that has
remained undetected for three millennia.
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From reader reviews:
Judith Manddl:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read
one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The Mandate of Heaven is
kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Michael Palmateer:

The e-book with title The Mandate of Heaven has alot of information that you can learn it. You can get alot
of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world now. That isimportant to yo7u to understand how the improvement of
the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the syndication. Y ou can read the e-book in your smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Hoyt Moore:

Isit you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Mandate of Heaven can be
the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are so out of date, spending your time by
reading in this completely new erais common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Dwight McBride:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that will
filled update of news. In this particular modern eralike today, many waysto get information are available for
an individual. From media socia just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference
book, fresh and comic. Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to
open your book? Or just trying to find the The Mandate of Heaven when you required it?
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