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Child of the Fire is the first book-length examination of the career of the nineteenth-century artist Mary
Edmonia Lewis, best known for her sculptures inspired by historical and biblical themes. Throughout this
richly illustrated study, Kirsten Pai Buick investigates how Lewis and her work were perceived, and their
meanings manipulated, by others and the sculptor herself. She argues against the racialist art discourse that
has long cast Lewis’s sculptures as reflections of her identity as an African American and Native American
woman who lived most of her life abroad. Instead, by seeking to reveal Lewis’s intentions through analyses
of her career and artwork, Buick illuminates Lewis’s fraught but active participation in the creation of a
distinct “American” national art, one dominated by themes of indigeneity, sentimentality, gender, and race.
In so doing, she shows that the sculptor variously complicated and facilitated the dominant ideologies of the
vanishing American (the notion that Native Americans were a dying race), sentimentality, and true
womanhood.

Buick considers the institutions and people that supported Lewis’s career—including Oberlin College,
abolitionists in Boston, and American expatriates in Italy—and she explores how their agendas affected the
way they perceived and described the artist. Analyzing four of Lewis’s most popular sculptures, each created
between 1866 and 1876, Buick discusses interpretations of Hiawatha in terms of the cultural impact of Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow’s epic poem The Song of Hiawatha; Forever Free and Hagar in the Wilderness in
light of art historians’ assumptions that artworks created by African American artists necessarily reflect
African American themes; and The Death of Cleopatra in relation to broader problems of reading art as a
reflection of identity.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Hummell:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Child of the Fire: Mary Edmonia Lewis and the Problem of Art History’s
Black and Indian Subject book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving actually decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of Child of the Fire: Mary Edmonia Lewis and the Problem
of Art History’s Black and Indian Subject content conveys thinking easily to understand by many
individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do
you nonetheless thinking Child of the Fire: Mary Edmonia Lewis and the Problem of Art History’s Black
and Indian Subject is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Rosie Zimmerman:

The book untitled Child of the Fire: Mary Edmonia Lewis and the Problem of Art History’s Black and Indian
Subject contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The
language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book
was compiled by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order
it. Have a nice study.

Martha Fincher:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Child of the Fire: Mary Edmonia Lewis
and the Problem of Art History’s Black and Indian Subject is simple to create you can read it in the park, in
the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book,
you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone.
And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Juan Gilbert:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of news. In this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find
the Child of the Fire: Mary Edmonia Lewis and the Problem of Art History’s Black and Indian Subject when
you required it?
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