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In the eighteenth century, New Spaniards (colonial Mexicans) so lauded their nuns that they developed a
local tradition of visually opulent portraits, called monjas coronadas or “crowned nuns,” that picture their
subjects in regal trappings at the moment of their religious profession and in death. This study identifies
these portraits as markers of a vibrant and changing society that fused together indigenous and Euro-
Christian traditions and ritual practices to construct a new and complex religious identity that was unique to
New Spain.

To discover why crowned-nun portraits, and especially the profession portrait, were in such demand in New
Spain, this book offers a pioneering interpretation of these works as significant visual contributions to a local
counter-colonial discourse. James M. Córdova demonstrates that the portraits were a response to the Spanish
crown’s project to modify and modernize colonial society—a series of reforms instituted by the Bourbon
monarchs that threatened many nuns’ religious identities in New Spain. His analysis of the portraits’
rhetorical devices, which visually combined Euro-Christian and Mesoamerican notions of the sacred, shows
how they promoted local religious and cultural values as well as client-patron relations, all of which were
under scrutiny by the colonial Church. Combining visual evidence from images of the “crowned nun” with a
discussion of the nuns’ actual roles in society, Córdova reveals that nuns found their greatest agency as
Christ’s brides, a title through which they could, and did, challenge the Church’s authority when they found
it intolerable.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Anderson:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book called The
Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun Portraits and Reform in the Convent (Latin American
and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Lorena Repass:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
the whole day to reading a publication. The book The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun
Portraits and Reform in the Convent (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative)
it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but
this book features high quality.

Cody Smith:

The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun Portraits and Reform in the Convent (Latin
American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun Portraits and Reform in the Convent (Latin
American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) yet doesn't forget the main position, giving
the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

James Hudson:

You can find this The Art of Professing in Bourbon Mexico: Crowned-Nun Portraits and Reform in the
Convent (Latin American and Caribbean Arts and Culture Publication Initiative) by look at the bookstore or



Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book
through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It
is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper
ways for you.
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