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Since its inception under President Ford in 1975, the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) has become the
largest antipoverty program for the non-elderly in the United States. In 1998, more than nineteen million
families received EITC payments, and the program lifted over four million Americans above the poverty
line. Despite the rapid growth of the EITC throughout the 1990s, little has been written about how the
program works or how it affects low-income families. Making Work Pay provides the first full-scale
examination of the EITC, exploring its effects on income distribution, poverty, work, and marriage.

Making Work Pay opens with a history of the EITC—its emergence in the 1970s as a pro-work, low-cost
antipoverty program and its expansion through the 1980s and 1990s. The central chapters in the volume look
at the substantial impact of the EITC on work incentives in recent years and show that the program, in
combination with welfare reform and a strong economy, has led to an unprecedented increase in the
employment of single mothers. In one study, researchers conclude that the EITC—with its stipulation that
one family member be a wage earner—was the most important change in work incentives for single mothers
between 1984 and 1996, a period when the employment rate of single mothers rose sharply. Several chapters
outline proposals for reforming the program, addressing the concerns by policymakers about the work
disincentives that rise as benefits fall with increasing income. Finally, Making Work Pay examines how
EITC recipients view the credit and what they do with it once they get it. The contributors find that not only
does EITC's lump-sum payment increase consumption but it also allows recipients to make changes in
economic status. Many families use the end-of-the-year payment as a form of forced savings, enabling them
to save for home improvement, a new car, or other purchases to improve their lives, and providing the extra
economic cushion needed to move beyond mere day-to-day survival.

Comprehensive in scope, Making Work Pay is an indispensable resource for policymakers, administrators,
and researchers seeking to understand the ramifications of the country's largest programs for aiding the
working poor.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Blalock:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting
problem; you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Making Work Pay. Try to stumble through
book Making Work Pay as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside
those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes
you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new
experience along with knowledge with this book.

Raquel Black:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a
new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24 hours
a day to reading a publication. The book Making Work Pay it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
individuals who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book
from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Betty Neal:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Making Work Pay, it is possible to
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur
its mind hangout people. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

David Fulton:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other. Do
you want to become among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have to do is just spending
your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in the top
checklist in your reading list is Making Work Pay. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking right up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.
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