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John Jakes, often called the people's author and godfather of the historical novel, has made American history
come to life in his series The Kent Family Chronicles and The North and South Trilogy. Through these
novels, Jakes conveys the sweep of American history, both its glory and its grim scenes, from the American
Revolution to the opening moments of the 20th century. Never glossing over the nation's flaws (slavery,
materialism, a double-edged Manifest Destiny), Jakes nevertheless affirms American values. This is the first
full-length critical study of his work. It examines in detail Jakes' 13 major novels to date and assesses his
methods as America's history teacher.

In Part I, following a chapter on Jakes' life, Jones examines the early novels and Jakes' use of the genres of
historical fiction, the western, and the historical family sage. Part II, The Kent Family Chronicles, devotes an
individual chapter to each of the novels in this series, The Bastard, The Rebels, The Seekers, The Furies, The
Titans, The Warriors,

The Lawless, and The Americans. Part III, New Beginnings, features chapters on North and South, Love and
War, and Heaven and Hell, and chapters on California Gold and Homeland. The examination of each novel
in this study includes sections on plot development, character development, and thematic issues. Jones also
offers an alternative critical perspective from which to read each novel—such as feminist literary criticism,
New Historicism, Marxist criticism, and Deconstructionism—that gives the reader an alternative viewpoint
from which to consider the novel. A complete bibliography of all of John Jakes' work, works about John
Jakes, and a listing of reviews of all the novels examined in the book concludes the study.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra McLean:

The book John Jakes: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) give
you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together
with your subject. If you can make looking at a book John Jakes: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add
your current capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you
like open and read a e-book John Jakes: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular
Contemporary Writers). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Tamara Evans:

The experience that you get from John Jakes: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular
Contemporary Writers) is a more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but John Jakes: A Critical
Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) giving you joy feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having that John Jakes: A Critical Companion (Critical
Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) instantly.

Debra Espiritu:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in
the top list in your reading list is John Jakes: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular
Contemporary Writers). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Barbara Folsom:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it.
It is known as of book John Jakes: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary
Writers). You can include your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your
knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication.
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