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"Provides a fascinating and nuanced study of the transformations in religious and social ideals among
Moravians as they worked to implement their aspirations in the harsh realities of a North Carolina landscape
shaped by racism. Ferguson reveals the intersecting dynamics of religious aspirations, sectarian prejudices,
conflicting designs across cultural landscapes, paradoxical divergences of religious ideals and social realities,
and the life stories of African Americans working to navigate such contested terrain."--Christopher C.
Fennell, author of Crossroads and Cosmologies

"A fascinating examination of the tension of race relations in the antebellum South. God's Fields unfolds like
a murder mystery and is hard to put down."--Christopher E. Hendricks, author of The Backcountry Towns of
Colonial Virginia

The Moravian community of Salem, North Carolina, was founded in 1766, and the town--the hub of nearly
100,000 piedmont acres purchased thirteen years before and named "Wachovia"--quickly became the focal
point for the church's colonial presence in the South.
    
While the brethren preached the unity of all humans under God, a careful analysis of the birth and growth of
their Salem settlement reveals that the group gradually embraced the institutions of slavery and racial
segregation in opposition to their religious beliefs. Although Salem's still-active community includes one of
the oldest African American congregations in the nation, the evidence contained in God's Fields reveals that
during much of the twentieth century, the church’s segregationist past was intentionally concealed.
    
Leland Ferguson's work reconstructing this "secret history" through years of archaeological fieldwork was
part of a historical preservation program that helped convince the Moravian Church in North America to
formally apologize in 2006 for its participation in slavery and clear a way for racial reconciliation.
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From reader reviews:

Marcos Gorman:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This God's Fields: Landscape, Religion, and
Race in Moravian Wachovia (Cultural Heritage Studies) is our recommendation to make you keep up with
the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Steven Slaughter:

This God's Fields: Landscape, Religion, and Race in Moravian Wachovia (Cultural Heritage Studies) are
generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
God's Fields: Landscape, Religion, and Race in Moravian Wachovia (Cultural Heritage Studies) can be one
of many great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an
individual with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy,
you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that
this God's Fields: Landscape, Religion, and Race in Moravian Wachovia (Cultural Heritage Studies) forcing
you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that
we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Janice Delarosa:

This book untitled God's Fields: Landscape, Religion, and Race in Moravian Wachovia (Cultural Heritage
Studies) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or
you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to
past this guide from your list.

Frances Fortier:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book God's Fields: Landscape, Religion, and
Race in Moravian Wachovia (Cultural Heritage Studies) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make
you enjoy to read it and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for
you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the book God's Fields: Landscape, Religion, and Race
in Moravian Wachovia (Cultural Heritage Studies) can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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