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Jean Jacques Rousseau’s provocative Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts (1750) launched a vigorous
assault on the most cherished beliefs of his age in a passionate indictment of civilized “progress,” which, in
Rousseau’s eyes, has led to a debilitating corruption of human nature and morality. Four years later,
Rousseau produced another such assault in the Discourse on the Origins and Foundations of Inequality
Among Men. A landmark of political thought, this work argues that human beings are by nature free, happy,
and independent, but that social institutions and human inventions have corrupted that condition and brought
about all human misery.
Many of the details of Rousseau’s account are open to dispute, but the revolutionary impact of the argument
is beyond doubt: by insisting that our understanding of modern society must be placed on a historical
footing, Rousseau invites us to see social injustice and evil as products of pernicious social institutions—not
permanent features of an unsatisfactory or fallen condition. He offers no clear solution to the evils he
diagnoses, but the implication of his argument is clear: society’s most serious problems are caused, not by
human nature, but by social institutions, especially property; if we wish to address these problems, we must
change those institutions.
The unflagging passion, clarity, and rhetorical power of Rousseau’s style have inspired many social
reformers and revolutionaries. Even today, his words are still cited by those who wish to challenge just how
free and happy our citizens are in a society that prides itself on economic freedoms and the pursuit of
happiness.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Fincher:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts and Discourse on the Origin
and Foundations of Inequality Among Men. Try to make the book Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts
and Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of Inequality Among Men as your friend. It means that it can
being your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Jennifer Galaviz:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts and Discourse on the
Origin and Foundations of Inequality Among Men. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a
book. Given that we know about how is important the book Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts and
Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of Inequality Among Men. You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by internet gadget. It is
called e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's read.

Mildred Miller:

The ability that you get from Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts and Discourse on the Origin and
Foundations of Inequality Among Men is the more deep you searching the information that hide inside
words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but
Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts and Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of Inequality Among
Men giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in specific way that can
be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Discourse on the
Sciences and the Arts and Discourse on the Origin and Foundations of Inequality Among Men instantly.

Gary Games:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with



can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Discourse on the Sciences and the Arts and Discourse on the Origin
and Foundations of Inequality Among Men can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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