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David Alderton’s investigation of anabantoids, the Asiatic gouramis—the bettas and gouramis, including
Siamese fighting fish, paradisefish, kissing gouramis, begins with a look at the origins of these adaptable and
widely varying fishes in their Asiatic homelands, where they’ve been popular for hundreds of years. Given
the considerable size range of this group of fishes, from the tiny licorice gourami (only 1.5 in or 4 cm in
length) to the giant gourami (about 28 in or 70 cm), there are great differences to be considered by the fish
keeper, all of which are addressed by Alderton in this color guide. The anabantoids is also a large group of
fishes, with one hundred varieties/species available in most pet and hobby stores. The book provides
photographs and images of dozens of the most popular examples.

Chapter two is devoted to “The Different Groups,” and the author explains how the classifications of
anabantoids work and then proceeds to discuss the members of each family. In all, eighteen genuses are
described in detail, including their natural ranges, physical characteristics, abilities, behaviors, and breeding
facts. The author discusses the specific traits of the anabantoids, including their unique labyrinth organs,
swim bladders, hearing ability, lateral line, and locomotion.

The section on care discusses the selection and positioning of the aquarium, planting, flooring, water,
filtration, heating, and lighting. The guide gives specific advice on feeding habits and food, including
foraging and hunting techniques of certain anabantoids and the various kinds of food (prepared diets, green
food, live food) that are best for individual species.

For readers interested in breeding bettas and gouramis, the chapter on reproduction will prove exceptionally
helpful, giving expert guidance on preparing for and encouraging spawning behavior, nest building, and
rearing the fry. The author also provides information on color genetics for breeding Betta splendens.

The general health of the Asian gouramis is covered in a chapter called “Lifespan and Diseases,” including a
primer on preventing and managing parasitic illness, bacterial and fungal diseases, dietary problems, and
more. In the book’s final chapter “Popular Anabantoids,” the author presents a full-page of text and
photographs for twenty-six different species of the families Belontiidae, Anabantidae, Osphronemidae,
Helostomatidae, and Luciocephalidae. Resources and glossary conclude the volume.
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From reader reviews:

Robbie Stamant:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Bettas and Gouramis: Understanding Siamese
Fighting Fish, Paradisefish, Kissing Gouramis, and Other Anabantoids (Fish Keeping Made Easy). Try to
face the book Bettas and Gouramis: Understanding Siamese Fighting Fish, Paradisefish, Kissing Gouramis,
and Other Anabantoids (Fish Keeping Made Easy) as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when
you sense alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let us make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Gilbert Kimmel:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Bettas and Gouramis: Understanding
Siamese Fighting Fish, Paradisefish, Kissing Gouramis, and Other Anabantoids (Fish Keeping Made Easy),
you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Rhonda Joiner:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Bettas and Gouramis: Understanding Siamese
Fighting Fish, Paradisefish, Kissing Gouramis, and Other Anabantoids (Fish Keeping Made Easy) was
multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Bettas and Gouramis:
Understanding Siamese Fighting Fish, Paradisefish, Kissing Gouramis, and Other Anabantoids (Fish
Keeping Made Easy) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective
Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are usually make you
bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you personally and
try to like reading that will.

Gail Nugent:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Bettas and Gouramis: Understanding Siamese Fighting Fish, Paradisefish, Kissing



Gouramis, and Other Anabantoids (Fish Keeping Made Easy) we can have more advantage. Don't that you
be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book Bettas and Gouramis:
Understanding Siamese Fighting Fish, Paradisefish, Kissing Gouramis, and Other Anabantoids (Fish
Keeping Made Easy). You can more attractive than now.
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