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From Mark Kurlansky, the bestselling author of Cod, Salt, and Birdseye—the illuminating story of an
ancient and enigmatic people

Straddling asmall corner of Spain and France in aland that is marked on no maps except their own, the
Basques are a puzzling contradiction—they are Europe's oldest nation without ever having been a country.
No one has ever been able to determine their origins, and even the Basgues' language, Euskera—the most
ancient in Europe—is related to none other on earth. For centuries, their influence has been felt in nearly
every realm, from religion to sports to commerce. Even today, the Basques are enjoying what may be the
most important cultural renaissance in their long existence.

Mark Kurlansky's passion for the Basque people and his exuberant eye for detail shine throughout this
fascinating book. Like Cod, The Basque History of the World, blends human stories with economic,
political, literary, and culinary history into arich and heroic tale.

Among the Basques' greatest accomplishments:

- Exploration—the first man to circumnavigate the globe, Juan Sebastian de Elcano, was a Basque and the
Basgues were the second Europeans, after the Vikings, in North America

- Gastronomy and agriculture—they were the first Europeans to eat corn and chili peppers and cultivate
tobacco, and were among the first to use chocolate

- Religion—Ignatius Loyola, a Basque, founded the Jesuit religious order

- Business and politics—they introduced capitalism and modern commercial banking to southern Europe

- Recreation—they invented beach resorts, jai aai, and racing regattas, and were the first Europeans to play
sports with balls

“A delectable portrait of an uncanny, indomitable nation.” —-Newsday

“Exciting, Illuminating, and thought provoking.” —The Boston Glaobe

Entertaining and instructive... [Kurlansky’ 5] approach is unorthodox, mixing history with anecdotes, poems
with recipes.” —The New Y ork Times Book Review
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From reader reviews:
Adele Rowan:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the erawhich is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by studying books. It is agood choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which one you should start with. This The Basque History of the World: The Story of aNation is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
want in this era

Timothy Walker:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and
so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of various waysto
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring
someone to imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to
others. When you read this The Basque History of the World: The Story of aNation, you are ableto tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a guide.

M ae Bushee:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people lovesto read a book. When you read a
book you can get alots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The The Basque History of the World: The Story of a Nation provide you with new experience in looking at
abook.

Claudette Everett:

Within this erawhich is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you have
to doisjust spending your time very little but quite enough to get alook at some books. One of several
booksin the top list in your reading list is definitely The Basque History of the World: The Story of a

Nation. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By
looking upwards and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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