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What visitor to Mexico City, unaware of its pre-Hispanic history, could imagine that right under a Christian
Church may still lie the remains of the sinister tzompantli, the Aztecs' altar of skulls? Professor Jorge Hardoy
poses this question and many more in his comprehensive summary of the ancient cities where Latin
America's peoples lived before the Spaniards arrived in the sixteenth century.

Because Aztec Tenochtitlan, today Mexico City, and Inca Cuzco represent the culmination of the two most
advanced civilizations encountered by the Spainsh conquistadors, the author explores these cities end-to-end.
He also studies such older civic memorial centers as Teotichuacan, Tula, Monte Alban, Uxmal, Chichen Itza,
Tikal, Palenque, Tiahuanaco, Chan Chan, Pachacamac, Machu Picchu, and lesser know sites, most virtually,
if not totally, abandoned centuries before the Conquest. Such inclusive coverage makes for a lively
discussion of some fifteen hundred years of urban life as immortalized in the architecture, art, and crafts of
long vanished civilizations. There is an extensive bibliography, many photographs, maps, charts and city
plans showing urban layouts of temples, which tell much about the life of the inhabitants.

His book shows that while new findings come to light each year, so much buried history lies waiting to be
found that archaology will always be an ever unfolding drama.

This book was first published in 1973.
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From reader reviews:

William Martel:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the figures do
it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Pre-Colombian Cities,
you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a book.

Mark Gibson:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have been
ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Pre-Colombian Cities, it is possible to enjoy both. It
is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its
mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Blair Gant:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in the top
listing in your reading list is actually Pre-Colombian Cities. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this
reserve you can get many advantages.

Donald Oakes:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
internal or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important,
boring along with can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for
yourself. As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Pre-Colombian Cities can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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