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Explores the ancient and perennial notion of the four elements as environmental ideas.

Bachelard called them “the hormones of the imagination.” Hegel observed that, “through the four elements
we have the elevation of sensuous ideas into thought.” Earth, air, fire, and water are explored as both
philosophical ideas and environmental issues associated with their classical and perennial conceptions. David
Macauley embarks upon awide-ranging discussion of their initial appearance in ancient Greek thought as
mythic forces or scientific principlesto their recent reemergence within contemporary continental

philosophy as a means for understanding |landscape and language, poetry and place, the body and the body
poalitic. In so doing, he shows the importance of elemental thinking for comprehending and responding to
ecological problems. In tracing changing views of the four elements through the history of ideas, Macauley
generates a new vocabulary for and a fresh vision of the environment while engaging the elemental world
directly with reflections on their various manifestations.

“...Macauley’ simmense book Elemental Philosophy, isan homage to a different and seemingly unfamiliar
sensibility in which earth, air, fire and water ... animate human thought and action. It is, at times, a beautiful,
informative and transformative meditation on how to interpret and live with the natural world ... Macauley
lovingly infuses the text with elements beyond and between the four, and provides readers with an
opportunity to look anew at the connections among the elements themselves and our own lives intertwined
with them. These interstices are gems.” — Essays in Philosophy

“Macauley enriches his text by including passages from appropriate poems ... [and] demonstrates a thorough
knowledge of ancient philosophy.” — Philosophy in Review

“Stimulating and provocative ... An inspiring addition to the book is a series of ‘interstices —shorter
meditations on various manifestations of the elements, like stone, wood, ice, and cloud, among others.” —
CHOICE

“Freighted with erudition yet buoyant with spirited wordplay, Macauley’ s intellectual history of the four
elementsis adelightful tour de force of environmental philosophy.” — Seven Pillars House of Wisdom

“The book is amultidisciplinary achievement which attests to the author’ s thorough acquaintance with, inter
alia, ancient Greek cosmology, contemporary environmental philosophy, and literary and artistic traditions.”
— Environmental Values

“...avery serious book of philosophy. It's aso wonderfully comprehensive, impressively resourceful and
superbly imaginative—yet down-to-earth—in bringing the loftiest philosophical thoughts about earth, air,
fire, and water together with the excrement, breezes, stoves, and water fountains we live with.” — Carlin
Romano, Chronicle of Higher Education



“A stunning piece of grounded philosophy. A perception-changing book that begins with elemental things
and grows into a profound meditation on humans in nature.” — David W. Orr, author of Down to the Wire:
Confronting Climate Collapse
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From reader reviews:
Earnest Jennings:

What do you consider book? It isjust for students since they're till students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't would like do that.
Y ou must know how great and a so important the book Elemental Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water as
Environmental Ideas (Suny Seriesin Environmental Philosophy and Ethics). All type of book could you see
on many options. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media

Mary Young:

Here thing why that Elemental Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water as Environmental Ideas (Suny Series
in Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying abook is
good nonetheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful asfood or not.
Elemental Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water as Environmental |deas (Suny Seriesin Environmental
Philosophy and Ethics) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no guide that similar with Elemental Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water as
Environmental Ideas (Suny Seriesin Environmental Philosophy and Ethics). It gives you thrill reading
through journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
perhaps can be happened around you. Y ou can actually bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or
even in your method home by train. Should you be having difficultiesin bringing the branded book maybe
the form of Elemental Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water as Environmental |deas (Suny Seriesin
Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) in e-book can be your alternate.

Mitchell Smith:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get alife style. Thisreading habit give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Elemental Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and
Water as Environmental Ideas (Suny Seriesin Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) iskind of reserve
which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Robert Lewis:

The publication untitled Elemental Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water as Environmental |deas (Suny
Seriesin Environmental Philosophy and Ethics) is the e-book that recommended to you to study. Y ou can
see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that publisher use to explained
their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot of investigation when write the book,



hence the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could get the e-book of
Elemental Philosophy: Earth, Air, Fire, and Water as Environmental Ideas (Suny Seriesin Environmental
Philosophy and Ethics) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.
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