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More than one-third of the population of the United States now lives in the South, a region where politics,
race relations, and the economy have changed dramatically since World War II. Yet historians and
journalists continue to disagree over whether the modern South is dominating, deviating from, or converging
with the rest of the nation. Has the time come to declare the end of southern history? And how do the stories
of American history change if the South is no longer seen as a region apart--as the conservative counterpoint
to a liberal national ideal?

The Myth of Southern Exceptionalism challenges the idea of southern distinctiveness in order to offer a new
way of thinking about modern American history. For too long, the belief in an exceptional South has
encouraged distortions and generalizations about the nation's otherwise liberal traditions, especially by
compartmentalizing themes of racism, segregation, and political conservatism in one section of the country.
This volume dismantles popular binaries--of de facto versus de jure segregation, red state conservatism
versus blue state liberalism, the "South" versus the "North"--to rewrite the history of region and nation alike.

Matthew Lassiter and Joseph Crespino present thirteen essays--framed by their provocative introduction--
that reinterpret major topics such as the civil rights movement in the South and the North, the relationship
between conservative backlash and liberal reform throughout the country, the rise of the Religious Right as a
national phenomenon, the emergence of the metropolitan Sunbelt, and increasing suburban diversity in a
multiracial New South. By writing American history across regional borders, this volume spends as much
time outside as inside the traditional boundaries of the South, moving from Mississippi to New York City,
from Southern California to South Carolina, from Mexico to Atlanta, from Hollywood to the Newport Folk
Festival, and from the Pentagon to the Attica prison rebellion.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Hendrix:

The book The Myth of Southern Exceptionalism gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You
need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you
getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Myth of
Southern Exceptionalism for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own
capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like
wide open and read a e-book The Myth of Southern Exceptionalism. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this book?

John Beaulieu:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Myth of Southern
Exceptionalism that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as
your good habit, you can pick The Myth of Southern Exceptionalism become your starter.

Barbara Tucker:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
many books in the top checklist in your reading list is The Myth of Southern Exceptionalism. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and
review this book you can get many advantages.

Willie Navarro:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but additionally novel and The Myth of Southern Exceptionalism or maybe
others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to
read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are
helping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case, beside science publication, any other book
likes The Myth of Southern Exceptionalism to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book
like this.
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