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While existing accounts of this period have elevated the exploits of the British soldiers on the battlefield to
almost legendary status, the operations of the British Expeditionary Force in the dramatic opening campaign
of the First World War remain poorly understood. Based on official unit war diaries, as well as personal
papers and memoirs of numerous officers, this study sheds significant new light on the retreat from Mons in
August 1914, the advance to the River Aisne in September, and the climactic First Battle of Ypres in October
and November. In addition, Gardner provides important insights into the ideas and values of British officers
in the initial stages of the war.

Beyond explaining the conduct of the 1914 campaign, Gardner analyzes the initial stages of the learning
curve experienced by British officers as they grappled with an unaccustomed type of warfare, including the
unprecedented scale and intensity of the conflict as well as the advent of trench warfare. He also
demonstrates the impact of rivalries among senior officers on the operations of the army. As a whole, the
study adds depth to our understanding of command in European armies during the First World War.
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From reader reviews:

Leigh Brown:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this
for a while is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Trial by Fire:
Command and the British Expeditionary Force in 1914 (Contributions in Military Studies) book as beginning
and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jennifer Wetzel:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Trial by Fire:
Command and the British Expeditionary Force in 1914 (Contributions in Military Studies) suitable to you?
The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Trial by Fire:
Command and the British Expeditionary Force in 1914 (Contributions in Military Studies)is the main of
several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented
of the world with this book.

John Cheung:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Trial by Fire: Command and the British Expeditionary Force
in 1914 (Contributions in Military Studies) why because the excellent cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or
maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Patricia Coulter:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This Trial by Fire: Command and the British Expeditionary
Force in 1914 (Contributions in Military Studies) can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking
out this one book you have factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This
book can be one of a step for you to get success. This book offer you information that might be your friend
doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's



have Trial by Fire: Command and the British Expeditionary Force in 1914 (Contributions in Military
Studies).
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