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Asrock critics have noted in the past, Bruce Springsteen's songs exist in aworld of their own--they have
their own settings, characters, words, and images. It is aworld that even those who know only a handful of
Springsteen's lyrics can instantly recognize, aworld of highways and factories, loners and underdogs, hot
rods and patrol cars. And it isaworld that stretches far beyond the New Jersey state line. Indeed,
Springsteen's attention to the ideals and struggles of ordinary Americans has significantly influenced
American popular culture and public debate. As arock-and-roll troubadour, "the Boss' speaks not only for
his many fans but to them, and often with a directness or sincerity that no other performer can match.

But what can be said of the fans themselves? Why and how do they relate to Springsteen's words and music?
Based on three years of ethnographic research amid Springsteen's fans, and informed by the author's own
experiences and impressions as afan, Daniel Cavicchi's Tramps Like Usis an interdisciplinary study of the
ways in which ordinary people form special, sustained attachments to a particular singer/songwriter and his
songs, and of how these attachments function in peopl€e's lives. An "insider's narrative" about Springsteen
fans--who they are, what they do, and why they do it--this book also investigates the phenomenon of fandom
in general. The text oscillates between fans' stories and ideas and Cavicchi's own anecdotes, commentary,
and analysis. It challenges the stereotypes of fans as obsessive, delusional, and even mentally ill, and
explores fandom as a normal socio-cultural activity. Ultimately, this book argues that music fandomisa
useful and meaningful behavior that enables us to shape identities, create communities, and make sense of
the world--both Bruce's and our own.
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From reader reviews:
Gail Kernan:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erathat is certainly aways change and move forward.
Some of you maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice in your case but
the problems coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Tramps Like Us:
Music and Meaning among Springsteen Fansis our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Pauline M ueller:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you aready been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Tramps Like Us. Music and
Meaning among Springsteen Fans, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come
onitsreferred to as reading friends.

Macie Austin:

In thistime globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. Y ou can see that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for you is Tramps Like Us. Music and Meaning among Springsteen Fans this guide consist a
lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some study when he makes this book. Thisiswhy this book ideal all of you.

Lynn Gallagher:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book and also novel and Tramps Like Us: Music and Meaning among
Springsteen Fans or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students
especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science
book, any other book likes Tramps Like Us: Music and Meaning among Springsteen Fans to make your
spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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