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The East-West struggle for supremacy from 1945 to 1989 shaped the lives of hundreds of millions and
brought the world to the brink of disaster on several occasions. More than two decades later, the debate over
its causes and dynamics is far from over. Drawing on the latest archival evidence and scholarly research,
prize-winning historian John Lamberton Harper provides a concise, briskly-written assessment of the Cold
War. Why did it start, and eventually envelope nearly every corner of the planet? Why did it stay "cold," at
least in its original, European theatre? Why did it end, and who should take the credit? Harper illuminates the
deep-seated behavioral patterns within both the Soviet Union and the United States: the search for security
through expansion and military might, the belief in a "messianic" mission to uplift humanity, but also a
readiness to live and let live based on membership in a common state system and a shared interest in
survival. He stresses ways in which internal competitions for political power tilted both the U.S. and Soviet
systems towards bellicosity and obsessive preparation for a hot war that no one seriously intended to begin.
The Cold War is a story of delusions of omnipotence and rash behavior, punctuated by moments of
redeeming statesmanship and self-restraint. Harper concludes that, rather than triumphalism, a clear look
back at the Cold War's close calls with catastrophe and enormous cost in lives and treasure ought to evoke a
sense of regret and humility, as well as relief.
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From reader reviews:

Dan Gray:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading whatever they
have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you
should have this The Cold War (Oxford Histories).

Agnes Shivers:

The reserve with title The Cold War (Oxford Histories) contains a lot of information that you can discover it.
You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in
this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you throughout new era of the glowbal growth. You
can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Gary Spengler:

The Cold War (Oxford Histories) can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Cold War (Oxford
Histories) however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of
crucial pondering.

Bertha Wood:

This The Cold War (Oxford Histories) is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information given it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Cold War (Oxford
Histories) can be the light food for you because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-
book web form. People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life in addition to
knowledge.
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