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From cold war hysteria and rampant anticommunist witch hunts to the lure of suburbia, television, and the
new consumerism, the 1950s was a decade of sensational commercial possibility coupled with dark nuclear
fears and conformist politics. Amid this amalgamation of social, political, and cultural conditions,
Hollywood was under siege: from the Justice Department, which pressed for big film companies to divest
themselves of their theater holdings; from the middleclass, whose retreat to family entertainment inside the
home drastically decreased the filmgoing audience; and from the House Un-American Activities Committee,
which was attempting to purge the country of dissenting political views. In this difficult context, however,
some of the most talented filmmakers of all time, including John Ford, Alfred Hitchcock, Vincente Minnelli,
Nicholas Ray, and Billy Wilder produced some of their most remarkable work.

Bringing together original essays by ten respected scholars in the field, American Cinema of the 1950s
explores the impact of the cultural environment of this decade on film, and the impact of film on the
American cultural milieu. Contributors examine the signature films of the decade, including From Here to
Eternity, Sunset Blvd., Singin' in the Rain, Shane, Rear Window, and Rebel Without a Cause, as well as
lesser-known but equally compelling films, such as Dial 1119, Mystery Street, Suddenly, Summer Stock, The
Last Hunt, and many others.

Provocative, engaging, and accessible to general readers as well as scholars, this volume provides a unique
lens through which to view the links between film and the prevailing social and historical events of the
decade.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Hendrix:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This American Cinema of the 1950s: Themes and Variations (Screen
Decades: American Culture/American Cinema) book is readable through you who hate those straight word
style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving possibly
decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving American Cinema of the 1950s:
Themes and Variations (Screen Decades: American Culture/American Cinema) content conveys objective
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking American Cinema of the 1950s: Themes and
Variations (Screen Decades: American Culture/American Cinema) is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Barbara Palmer:

Often the book American Cinema of the 1950s: Themes and Variations (Screen Decades: American
Culture/American Cinema) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write
this book. This particular book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Thomas Williamson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled American Cinema of the 1950s: Themes and Variations (Screen Decades: American
Culture/American Cinema) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a
guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get before. The
American Cinema of the 1950s: Themes and Variations (Screen Decades: American Culture/American
Cinema) giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
info for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Kari Hughes:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the book American Cinema of the 1950s: Themes and Variations
(Screen Decades: American Culture/American Cinema) to make your own reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading ability is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make
you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first



opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it. Beside that the guide American Cinema of the
1950s: Themes and Variations (Screen Decades: American Culture/American Cinema) can to be your friend
when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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