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On April 6, 1922, in Paris, Albert Einstein and Henri Bergson publicly debated the nature of time. Einstein
considered Bergson's theory of time to be a soft, psychological notion, irreconcilable with the quantitative
realities of physics. Bergson, who gained fame as a philosopher by arguing that time should not be
understood exclusively through the lens of science, criticized Einstein's theory of time for being a
metaphysics grafted on to science, one that ignored the intuitive aspects of time. The Physicist and the
Philosopher tells the remarkable story of how this explosive debate transformed our understanding of time
and drove a rift between science and the humanities that persists today.

Jimena Canales introduces readers to the revolutionary ideas of Einstein and Bergson, describes how they
dramatically collided in Paris, and traces how this clash of worldviews reverberated across the twentieth
century. She shows how it provoked responses from figures such as Bertrand Russell and Martin Heidegger,
and carried repercussions for American pragmatism, logical positivism, phenomenology, and quantum
mechanics. Canales explains how the new technologies of the period--such as wristwatches, radio, and film--
helped to shape people's conceptions of time and further polarized the public debate. She also discusses how
Bergson and Einstein, toward the end of their lives, each reflected on his rival's legacy--Bergson during the
Nazi occupation of Paris and Einstein in the context of the first hydrogen bomb explosion.

The Physicist and the Philosopher reveals how scientific truth was placed on trial in a divided century
marked by a new sense of time.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Gayle:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled The Physicist and the
Philosopher: Einstein, Bergson, and the Debate That Changed Our Understanding of Time? Maybe it is for
being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Marcus Laws:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question since just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this kind of The Physicist and the
Philosopher: Einstein, Bergson, and the Debate That Changed Our Understanding of Time to read.

Vanessa Palacios:

The book untitled The Physicist and the Philosopher: Einstein, Bergson, and the Debate That Changed Our
Understanding of Time is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to explained their
way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book,
hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book
of The Physicist and the Philosopher: Einstein, Bergson, and the Debate That Changed Our Understanding of
Time from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Julio Rico:

This The Physicist and the Philosopher: Einstein, Bergson, and the Debate That Changed Our Understanding
of Time is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have
always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately
using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you
can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging
core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Physicist and the Philosopher: Einstein,
Bergson, and the Debate That Changed Our Understanding of Time in your hand like keeping the world in
your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten
or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and



Mrs. active do you still doubt which?
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