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Maternity leave is a complex issue, both personally and professionally. And, more often than not, policy
differs from practice. Based on interviews that highlight the perspectives and perceptions of new mothers,
Maternity Leave: Policy and Practice examines the disconnect between maternity leave policy and
practice. It presents the history and development of maternity leave policies and related legislation, and then
provides a fresh perspective for understanding through individual interviews of women who recently utilized
maternity leave.

The book also examines themes and patterns developed from the interviews, such as inconsistencies in
administration of maternity leave policies, timing, transition back to work, child care, breastfeeding and
pumping, and unmet needs and professional concerns. It also gives a voice to those who are absent from the
core interviews?women who have children at a young age, men who utilize paternity leave, women in same-
sex relationships who start families, and women who choose not to have children. The book highlights why
some colleagues may be unsupportive of the utilization of maternity leave.

A single-source guide to understanding maternity leave, the book contains a wealth of information, including
an overview of legislation related to pregnancy and maternity leave; trends in birth rates, fertility rates,
employment patterns, and the relationship to the types of maternity leave offered and taken; issues related to
maternal health; an international comparison of policies; and practical recommendations for policy and
organizational change. It not only offers a comprehensive and complete understanding of the complexities of
maternity leave, both in policy and in practice, but also practical recommendations for policy and
organizational change.
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From reader reviews:

Marcy Madison:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want sense happy read
one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Maternity Leave: Policy and Practice is
kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Bella Singer:

This book untitled Maternity Leave: Policy and Practice to be one of several books that will best seller in this
year, that is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy
this kind of book in the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there
is no reason to your account to past this book from your list.

Gloria Lockwood:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled
Maternity Leave: Policy and Practice your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a
book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The
Maternity Leave: Policy and Practice giving you a different experience more than blown away your head but
also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Fred Nelson:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Maternity Leave: Policy and Practice can give you
a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you
to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Maternity Leave: Policy and Practice.
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