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In AD 476 the Roman Empire fell–or rather, its western half did. Its eastern half, which would come to be
known as the Byzantine Empire, would endure and often flourish for another eleven centuries. Though its
capital would move to Constantinople, its citizens referred to themselves as Roman for the entire duration of
the empire’s existence. Indeed, so did its neighbors, allies, and enemies: When the Turkish Sultan Mehmet II
conquered Constantinople in 1453, he took the title Caesar of Rome, placing himself in a direct line that led
back to Augustus.

For far too many otherwise historically savvy people today, the story of the Byzantine civilization is
something of a void. Yet for more than a millennium, Byzantium reigned as the glittering seat of Christian
civilization. When Europe fell into the Dark Ages, Byzantium held fast against Muslim expansion, keeping
Christianity alive. When literacy all but vanished in the West, Byzantium made primary education available
to both sexes. Students debated the merits of Plato and Aristotle and commonly committed the entirety of
Homer’s Iliad to memory. Streams of wealth flowed into Constantinople, making possible unprecedented
wonders of art and architecture, from fabulous jeweled mosaics and other iconography to the great church
known as the Hagia Sophia that was a vision of heaven on earth. The dome of the Great Palace stood nearly
two hundred feet high and stretched over four acres, and the city’s population was more than twenty times
that of London’s.

From Constantine, who founded his eponymous city in the year 330, to Constantine XI, who valiantly fought
the empire’s final battle more than a thousand years later, the emperors who ruled Byzantium enacted a saga
of political intrigue and conquest as astonishing as anything in recorded history. Lost to the West is replete
with stories of assassination, mass mutilation and execution, sexual scheming, ruthless grasping for power,
and clashing armies that soaked battlefields with the blood of slain warriors numbering in the tens of
thousands.

Still, it was Byzantium that preserved for us today the great gifts of the classical world. Of the 55,000 ancient
Greek texts in existence today, some 40,000 were transmitted to us by Byzantine scribes. And it was the
Byzantine Empire that shielded Western Europe from invasion until it was ready to take its own place at the
center of the world stage. Filled with unforgettable stories of emperors, generals, and religious patriarchs, as
well as fascinating glimpses into the life of the ordinary citizen, Lost to the West reveals how much we owe
to this empire that was the equal of any in its achievements, appetites, and enduring legacy.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Hernandez:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Lost to the West: The Forgotten Byzantine Empire That
Rescued Western Civilization. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important a book Lost to the West: The Forgotten Byzantine Empire That Rescued
Western Civilization. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In
this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Terri Root:

The book Lost to the West: The Forgotten Byzantine Empire That Rescued Western Civilization can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave
the best thing like a book Lost to the West: The Forgotten Byzantine Empire That Rescued Western
Civilization? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many info
for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Lost to the
West: The Forgotten Byzantine Empire That Rescued Western Civilization has simple shape however you
know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open and read a reserve.
So it is very wonderful.

Spencer Fuentes:

This Lost to the West: The Forgotten Byzantine Empire That Rescued Western Civilization book is just not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book
is definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Lost to the West: The Forgotten
Byzantine Empire That Rescued Western Civilization without we know teach the one who studying it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Lost to the West: The Forgotten
Byzantine Empire That Rescued Western Civilization can bring any time you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This
Lost to the West: The Forgotten Byzantine Empire That Rescued Western Civilization having good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Teresa Riggs:

Here thing why this kind of Lost to the West: The Forgotten Byzantine Empire That Rescued Western
Civilization are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it really



depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Lost to the West: The Forgotten
Byzantine Empire That Rescued Western Civilization giving you information deeper and in different ways,
you can find any guide out there but there is no e-book that similar with Lost to the West: The Forgotten
Byzantine Empire That Rescued Western Civilization. It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your
personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you.
You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you
are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Lost to the West: The Forgotten
Byzantine Empire That Rescued Western Civilization in e-book can be your alternative.
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