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Once an icon of American industry, railroads fell into a long decline beginning around the turn of the
twentieth century. Overburdened with regulation and often displaced by barge traffic on government-
maintained waterways, trucking on interstate highways, and jet aviation, railroads measured their misfortune
in lost market share, abandoned track, bankruptcies, and unemployment. Today, however, as Robert
Gallamore and John Meyer demonstrate, rail transportation is reviving, rescued by new sources of traffic and
advanced technology, as well as less onerous bureaucracy.

In 1970, Congress responded to the industry's plight by consolidating most passenger rail service nationwide
into Amtrak. But private-sector freight service was left to succeed or fail on its own. The renaissance in
freight traffic began in 1980 with the Staggers Rail Act, which allowed railroad companies to contract with
customers for services and granted freedom to set most rates based on market supply and demand. Railroads
found new business hauling low-sulfur coal and grain long distances in redesigned freight cars, while
double-stacked container cars moved a growing volume of both international and domestic goods. Today,
trains have smaller crews, operate over better track, and are longer and heavier than ever before.

Near the end of the twentieth century, after several difficult but important mergers, privately owned railroads
increased their investments in safe, energy-efficient, environmentally friendly freight transportation.
American Railroads tells a riveting story about how this crucial U.S. industry managed to turn itself around.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Guy:

The book American Railroads: Decline and Renaissance in the Twentieth Century give you a sense of
feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can for
being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make looking at a book American Railroads: Decline and Renaissance in the Twentieth Century being your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about a
few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open and read a guide American Railroads:
Decline and Renaissance in the Twentieth Century. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Patrice Reese:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent the entire day to reading a e-book. The book American Railroads: Decline and Renaissance in the
Twentieth Century it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book offers high quality.

Beverly Turner:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
American Railroads: Decline and Renaissance in the Twentieth Century the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get previous to. The American Railroads: Decline and Renaissance in
the Twentieth Century giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern this is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Harold Scott:

American Railroads: Decline and Renaissance in the Twentieth Century can be one of your basic books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase
your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The



article author giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing American
Railroads: Decline and Renaissance in the Twentieth Century however doesn't forget the main position,
giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered
one of it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.
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