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In a bold rethinking of the Hollywood blacklist and McCarthyite America, Joseph Litvak reveals a political
regime that did not end with the 1950s or even with the Cold War: a regime of compulsory sycophancy, in
which the good citizen is an informer, ready to denounce anyone who will not play the part of the earnest,
patriotic American. While many scholars have noted the anti-Semitism underlying the House Un-American
Activities Committee’s (HUAC’s) anti-Communism, Litvak draws on the work of Theodor W. Adorno,
Hannah Arendt, Alain Badiou, and Max Horkheimer to show how the committee conflated Jewishness with
what he calls “comic cosmopolitanism,” an intolerably seductive happiness, centered in Hollywood and New
York, in show business and intellectual circles. He maintains that HUAC took the comic irreverence of the
“uncooperative” witnesses as a crime against an American identity based on self-repudiation and the
willingness to “name names.” Litvak proposes that sycophancy was (and continues to be) the price exacted
for assimilation into mainstream American culture, not just for Jews, but also for homosexuals, immigrants,
and other groups deemed threatening to American rectitude.

Litvak traces the outlines of comic cosmopolitanism in a series of performances in film and theater and
before HUAC, performances by Jewish artists and intellectuals such as Zero Mostel, Judy Holliday, and
Abraham Polonsky. At the same time, through an uncompromising analysis of work by informers including
Jerome Robbins, Elia Kazan, and Budd Schulberg, he explains the triumph of a stoolpigeon culture that still
thrives in the America of the early twenty-first century.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Cook:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific The Un-Americans: Jews, the Blacklist,
and Stoolpigeon Culture (Series Q) book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Livia Wilder:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This The Un-Americans: Jews, the
Blacklist, and Stoolpigeon Culture (Series Q) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Joann Nixon:

The book untitled The Un-Americans: Jews, the Blacklist, and Stoolpigeon Culture (Series Q) contain a lot
of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to
see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by
famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site in
addition to order it. Have a nice learn.

Carla Helton:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Un-Americans: Jews, the
Blacklist, and Stoolpigeon Culture (Series Q) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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