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Yukio Mishima (b. 1925) was a brilliant writer and intellectual whose relentless obsession with beauty,
purity, and patriotism ended in his astonishing self-disembowelment and decapitation in downtown Tokyo in
1970. Nominated for the Nobel Prize, Mishima was the best-known novelist of his time (works like
Confessions of a Mask and The Temple of the Golden Pavilion are still in print in English), and his
legacy—his persona—is still honored and puzzled over.

Who was Yukio Mishima really? This, the first full biography to appear in English in almost forty years,
traces Mishima's trajectory from a sickly boy named Kimitake Hiraoka to a hard-bodied student of martial
arts. In detail it examines his family life, the wartime years, and his emergence, then fame, as a writer and
advocate for traditional values. Revealed here are all the personalities and conflicts and sometimes petty
backbiting that shaped the culture of postwar literary Japan.

Working entirely from primary sources and material unavailable to other biographers, author Naoki Inose
and translator Hiroaki Sato together have produced a monumental work that covers much new ground in
unprecedented depth. Using interviews, social and psychological analysis, and close reading of novels and
essays, Persona removes the mask that Mishima so artfully created to disguise his true self.

Naoki Inose, currently vice governor of Tokyo, has also written biographies of writers Kikuchi Kan and
Osamu Dazai.

New York–based Hiroaki Sato is an award-winning translator of classical and modern Japanese poetry, and
also translated Mishima's novel Silk and Insight.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Aultman:

This Persona: A Biography of Yukio Mishima book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world
is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
This particular Persona: A Biography of Yukio Mishima without we comprehend teach the one who looking
at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry Persona: A Biography of Yukio
Mishima can bring once you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Persona: A Biography of Yukio
Mishima having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Evelina Lewis:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Persona: A Biography of Yukio
Mishima is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you
did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Keith Kuhlman:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Persona: A Biography of Yukio Mishima can be
the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Justin Tapscott:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This reserve Persona: A Biography of Yukio Mishima was filled concerning science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can feel enjoy
to read a e-book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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