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In a culture where the supernatural possessed an immediacy now strange to us, magic was of great
importance both in the literary and mythic tradition and in ritual practice. Recently, ancient magic has hit a
high in popularity, both as an area of scholarly inquiry and as one of general, popular interest. In Magic,
Witchcraft, and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman Worlds Daniel Ogden presents three hundred texts in new
translations, along with brief but explicit commentaries. This is the first book in the field to unite extensive
selections from both literary and documentary sources. Alongside descriptions of sorcerers, witches, and
ghosts in the works of ancient writers, it reproduces curse tablets, spells from ancient magical recipe books,
and inscriptions from magical amulets. Each translation is followed by a commentary that puts it in context
within ancient culture and connects the passage to related passages in this volume. Authors include the well
known (Sophocles, Herodotus, Plato, Aristotle, Virgil, Pliny) and the less familiar, and extend across the
whole of Greco-Roman antiquity.

The second edition includes a new preface, an updated bibliography, and new source-passages, such as the
earliest use of the word "mage" in Greek" (fr. Aeschylus' Persians ), a werewolf tale (Aesop's Fables), and
excerpts from the most systematic account of ancient legislation against magic (Theodosian Code).
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Blade:

The feeling that you get from Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman Worlds: A Sourcebook
will be the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in the
Greek and Roman Worlds: A Sourcebook giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point
in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it
easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose
you for having this particular Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman Worlds: A Sourcebook
instantly.

Patrick Duenas:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Magic, Witchcraft and
Ghosts in the Greek and Roman Worlds: A Sourcebook, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination
right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Carol Benally:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in the
Greek and Roman Worlds: A Sourcebook e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well how
to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation
Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in the Greek and Roman Worlds: A Sourcebook as good book not only by the
cover but also with the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so
do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Eunice Huynh:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the
list of books in the top collection in your reading list will be Magic, Witchcraft and Ghosts in the Greek and
Roman Worlds: A Sourcebook. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in



growing to be precious person. By looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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