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Fighting Monsters in the Abyss offers a deeply insightful analysis of the efforts by the second administration
of Colombian President Álvaro Uribe Vélez (2006–2010) to resolve a decades-long Marxist insurgency in
one of Latin America’s most important nations. Continuing work from his prior books about earlier
Colombian presidents and yet written as a stand-alone study, Colombia expert Harvey F. Kline illuminates
the surprising successes and setbacks in Uribe’s response to this existential threat.
 
In State Building and Conflict Resolution in Colombia, 1986–1994, Kline documented and explained the
limited successes of Presidents Virgilio Barco and César Gaviria in putting down the revolutionaries while
also confronting challenges from drug dealers and paramilitary groups. The following president Andrés
Pastrana then boldly changed course and attempted resolution through negotiations, an effort whose failure
Kline examines in Chronicle of a Failure Foretold. In his third book, Showing Teeth to the Dragons, Kline
shows how in his first term President Álvaro Uribe Vélez more successfully quelled the insurrection through
a combination of negotiated demobilization of paramilitary groups and using US backing to mount more
effective military campaigns.
 
Kline opens Fighting Monsters in the Abyss with a recap of Colombia’s complex political history, the
development of Marxist rebels and paramilitary groups and their respective relationships to the narcotics
trade, and the attempts of successive Colombian presidents to resolve the crisis. Kline next examines the
ability of the Colombian government to reimpose rule in rebel-controlled territories as well as the challenges
of administering justice. He recounts the difficulties in the enforcement of the landmark Law of Justice and
Peace as well as two significant government scandals, that of the “false positives” (“falsos positivos”) in
which innocent civilians were killed by the military to inflate the body counts of dead insurgents and a
second scandal related to illegal wiretapping.
 
In tracing Uribe’s choices, strategies, successes, and failures, Kline also uses the example of Colombia to
explore a dimension quite unique in the literature about state building: what happens when some members of
a government resort to breaking rules or betraying their societies’ values in well-intentioned efforts to build a
stronger state?
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From reader reviews:

Colby Tapia:

This book untitled Fighting Monsters in the Abyss: The Second Administration of Colombian President
Álvaro Uribe Vélez, 2006–2010 to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that is because when
you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book
retail store or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this book from your list.

Jonathan Sanders:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Fighting Monsters in the Abyss: The Second
Administration of Colombian President Álvaro Uribe Vélez, 2006–2010 can be the response, oh how comes?
The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era
is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Sharon Edwards:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Fighting Monsters in the Abyss: The Second
Administration of Colombian President Álvaro Uribe Vélez, 2006–2010 was multi-colored and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Fighting Monsters in the Abyss: The Second Administration of
Colombian President Álvaro Uribe Vélez, 2006–2010 has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.

Jane Pelley:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
From the book Fighting Monsters in the Abyss: The Second Administration of Colombian President Álvaro
Uribe Vélez, 2006–2010 we can take more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To get creative
person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to
change your life with that book Fighting Monsters in the Abyss: The Second Administration of Colombian
President Álvaro Uribe Vélez, 2006–2010. You can more inviting than now.
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