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International law presents a conceptual riddle. Why comply with it when there is no world government to
enforce it? The United States has a long history of skepticism towards international law, but 9/11 ushered in
a particularly virulent phase of American exceptionalism, as the US drifted away from international
institutions and conventions.

Although American politicians and their legal advisors are often the public face of this attack, the root of this
movement is a coordinated and deliberate attack by law professors hostile to its philosophical foundations,
including Eric Posner, Jack Goldsmith, Adrian Vermeule, and John Yoo. In a series of influential writings,
they have claimed that since states are motivated primarily by self-interest, compliance with international
law is nothing more than high-minded talk. These abstract arguments provide a foundation for dangerous
legal conclusions: that international law is largely irrelevant to determining how and when terrorists can be
captured or killed; that the US President alone should be directing the War on Terror without significant
input from Congress or the judiciary; that US courts should not hear lawsuits alleging violations of
international law; and that the US should block any international criminal court with jurisdiction over
Americans. These polemical accounts have ultimately triggered America's pernicious withdrawal from
international cooperation.

In The Assault on International Law, Jens David Ohlin exposes the mistaken assumptions of these "New
Realists," in particular their impoverished utilization of rational choice theory. In contrast, he provides an
alternate vision of international law based on an innovative theory of human rationality. According to Ohlin,
rationality requires that agents follow through on their plans and commitments even when faced with
opportunities for defection, as long as the original plan was beneficial for the agent. Seen in the light of this
planning theory of rational agency, international law is the product of nation-states cooperating to escape a
brutish State of Nature-a result that is not only legally binding but also in each state's self-interest.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Cook:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication The Assault on International Law will
make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some
of you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought
like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Alma Young:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name The Assault on
International Law suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically
the book untitled The Assault on International Lawis a single of several books this everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Sylvia Dozier:

This The Assault on International Law is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some
information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know
or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Assault on International Law can be
the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the
e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is
the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also
knowledge.

Ricardo Bishop:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as
of book The Assault on International Law. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the
printed book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must
aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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