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Utility and Democracy is the first comprehensive historical account of the political thought of Jeremy
Bentham (1748-1832), the philosopher and reformer. Philip Schofield draws on his extensive knowledge of
Bentham's unpublished manuscripts and original printed texts, and on the new, authoritative edition of The
Collected Works of Jeremy Bentham. A compelling narrative charts the way in which Bentham applied his
utilitarian philosophy to the rapidly changing circumstances of his age. Schofield begins with a lucid account
of Bentham's insights in the fields of logic and language, and in particular his theory of real and fictitious
entities, which lie at the foundation of his thought. He proceeds to show how these insights brought Bentham
to the principle of utility, which led him in turn to produce the first systematic defense of democracy from a
utilitarian perspective. In contrast to previous scholarship, which claims that Bentham's "conversion" or
"transition" to political radicalism took place either at the time of the French Revolution or following his
meeting with James Mill in 1808 or 1809, Professor Schofield shows that the process began in or around
1804 when the notion of sinister interest emerged in Bentham's thought. Bentham appreciated that rulers,
rather than being motivated by a desire to promote the greatest happiness of those subject to them, aimed to
promote their own happiness, whatever the overall cost to the community. In his constitutional writings of
the 1820s, which he addressed to "all nations professing liberal opinions," Bentham argued that the proper
end of constitutional design was to maximize official aptitude and minimize government expense, and that
the publicity of official actions, within the context of a republican system of government where sovereignty
lay in the people, was the means to achieve it. Bentham's commitment to radical reform led him to advocate
the abolition of the Brit
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From reader reviews:

Norman Williams:

Typically the book Utility and Democracy: The Political Thought of Jeremy Bentham will bring one to the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to
find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Utility and Democracy: The Political
Thought of Jeremy Bentham is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Jonathan Scott:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this
Utility and Democracy: The Political Thought of Jeremy Bentham.

Don Gonzales:

Beside that Utility and Democracy: The Political Thought of Jeremy Bentham in your phone, it can give you
a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is
fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It
is good thing to have Utility and Democracy: The Political Thought of Jeremy Bentham because this book
offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss
this? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Wanda Holmes:

This Utility and Democracy: The Political Thought of Jeremy Bentham is fresh way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Utility and
Democracy: The Political Thought of Jeremy Bentham can be the light food for you because the information
inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel
tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a e-book especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-



book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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