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Martha Vicinus's subject is the middle-class English woman, the first of her sex who could afford to live on
her own earnings 'outside heterosexual domesticity or church governance.' She wanted and needed to work.
Meticulous, resonant, original, triumphant, Independent Women tells of the efforts and endurance of this
Victorian woman; of her courage and the constraints that she rejected, accepted, and created. . . . The
independent women are the 'foremothers' of any women today who seeks significant work, emotionally
satisfying friendships, and a morally charged freedom."—from the Foreword by Catharine R. Stimpson

"Feminist insight combines with vast research to produce a dramatic narrative. Independent Women
chronicles the energetic lives and imaginative communal structures invented by women who 'pioneered new
occupations, new living conditions, and new public roles.'"—Lee R. Edwards, Ms.

"Vicinus is to be congratulated for her brave and unflinching portraits of twisted spinsters as well as stolid
saints. That she stretches her net up into the '20s and covers the women's suffrage momement is a brilliant
stroke, for one may see clearly how it was possible for women to mount such an enormous and successful
political campaign."—Jane Marcus, Chicago Tribune Book World

"Vicinus' beautifully written book abounds in rich historical detail and in subtle psychological insights in the
character of its protagonists. The author understands the complexities of the interplay between economic and
social conditions, cultural values, and the aims and aspirations of individual personalities who act in history.
. . . A superb achievement."—Gerda Lerner, Reviews in American History

"Martha Vicinus has with intelligence and energy paved and landscaped the road on which scholars and
students of activist women all travel for many years."—Blanche Wiesen Cook, Women's Review of Books

"Independent Women can be read by anyone with an interest in women's history. But for all contemporary
women, unconsciously enjoying privileges and freedoms once bought so dearly, this book should be required
reading."—Catharine E. Boyd, History
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Williams:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that
question due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on guardería until university need this Independent Women: Work and
Community for Single Women, 1850-1920 (Women in Culture and Society) to read.

Jamie Brewer:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this Independent Women: Work and
Community for Single Women, 1850-1920 (Women in Culture and Society) book as starter and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Mary Mohammad:

Independent Women: Work and Community for Single Women, 1850-1920 (Women in Culture and Society)
can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing Independent Women: Work and Community for Single Women, 1850-1920 (Women
in Culture and Society) although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn you
into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Roberta Nieves:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Independent Women: Work and Community for
Single Women, 1850-1920 (Women in Culture and Society) was colorful and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book Independent Women: Work and Community for Single Women, 1850-1920
(Women in Culture and Society) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book
for yourself and try to like reading this.
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