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Winner of the Lord Aberdare Literary Prize 2015- from the British Society for Sports History.

From its advent in the mid-late nineteenth century as a garden-party pastime to its development into a highly
commercialised and professionalised high-performance sport, the history of tennisin Britain reflects
important themes in Britain’s social history. In the first comprehensive and critical account of the history of
tennisin Britain, Robert Lake explains how the game's historical roots have shaped its contemporary
structure, and how the history of tennis can tell us much about the history of wider British society.

Since its emergence as a spare-time diversion for landed elites, the dominant culture in British tennis has
been one of amateurism and exclusion, with tennis sitting alongside cricket and golf as avehicle for the
reproduction of middle-class values throughout wider British society in the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries. Consequently, the Lawn Tennis Association has been accused of afailure to promote inclusion or
widen participation, despite steadfast efforts to devel op talent and improve coaching practices and structures.
Rabert Lake examines these themes in the context of the global development of tennis and important
processes of commercialisation and professional and social development that have shaped both tennis and
wider society.

The social history of tennisin Britain is a microcosm of late-nineteenth and twentieth-century British social
history: sustained class power and class conflict; struggles for female emancipation and racial integration;
the decline of empire; and, Britain's shifting relationship with America, continental Europe, and
Commonwealth nations. This book isimportant and fascinating reading for anybody with an interest in the
history of sport or British social history.
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From reader reviews:
Daryl Biddle:

Baook iswritten, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book A Socia History of Tennisin Britain
(Routledge Research in Sports History) will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel alot more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make
you bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or suited book with you?

Karen Wdlls:

What do you consider book? It isjust for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't need
do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book A Socia History of Tennisin Britain
(Routledge Research in Sports History). All type of book can you see on many methods. Y ou can look for
the internet resources or other social media.

Sarah Jackson:

A Saocial History of Tennisin Britain (Routledge Research in Sports History) can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the
information. The writer giving higher effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing A
Socia History of Tennisin Britain (Routledge Research in Sports History) although doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly
one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Nancy Maxfield:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can haveit in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This A Social History of Tennisin Britain (Routledge Research in
Sports History) can give you alot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have point that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let me have A Social History of
Tennisin Britain (Routledge Research in Sports History).
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