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The U.S. Armed Forces used a variety of chemical defoliants to clear dense jungle land in Vietnam during
the war. Agent Orange (named for the orange-colored identifying stripes on the barrels) was by far the most
widely used herbicide during the Vietnam War. Many Vietnam-era veterans believe that their exposure to
Agent Orange caused them to contract several diseases and caused certain disabilities, including birth defects
in their children, and now their grandchildren. The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) received the first
claims asserting conditions related to Agent Orange in 1977. Since then, Vietnam-era veterans have sought
relief from Congress and through the judicial system. Beginning in 1979, Congress enacted several laws to
determine whether exposure to Agent Orange in Vietnam was associated with possible long-term health
effects and certain disabilities. The Veterans’ Health Care, Training and Small Business Loan Act (P.L. 97-
72) elevated Vietnam veterans’ priority status for health care at VA facilities by recognizing a veteran’s own
report of exposure as sufficient proof to receive medical care, absent evidence to the contrary. The Veterans’
Health Care Eligibility Reform Act of 1996 (P.L. 104-262) completely restructured the VA medical care
eligibility requirements for all veterans. Under P.L. 104-262, a veteran does not have to demonstrate a link
between a certain health condition and exposure to Agent Orange; instead, medical care is provided unless
the VA determines that the condition did not result from exposure to Agent Orange. This authority was
permanently authorized by the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act of 2010 (P.L. 111-
163). Likewise, Congress passed several measures to address disability compensation issues affecting
Vietnam veterans. The Veterans’ Dioxin and Radiation Exposure Compensation Standards Act of 1984 (P.L.
98-542) required the VA to develop regulations for disability compensation to Vietnam veterans exposed to
Agent Orange. In 1991, the Agent Orange Act (P.L. 102-4) established a presumption of service connection
for diseases associated with herbicide exposure. P.L. 102-4 authorized the VA to contract with the Institute
of Medicine (IOM) to conduct scientific reviews of the evidence linking certain medical conditions to
herbicide exposure. Under this law, the VA is required to review the reports of the IOM and issue
regulations, establishing a presumption of service connection for any disease for which there is scientific
evidence of a positive association with herbicide exposure. Based on these IOM reports, currently 15 health
conditions are presumptively service-connected. Under current regulations, a servicemember must have
actually set foot on Vietnamese soil or served on a craft in its rivers (also known as “brown water” veterans)
to be entitled to the presumption of exposure to Agent Orange. Those who served aboard deep-water naval
vessels (commonly referred to as “Blue Water Navy” veterans) do not qualify for presumption of service
connections for herbicide-related conditions unless they can prove that the veteran’s service included duty or
visitation within the country of Vietnam itself, or on its inland waterways. Recently, Vietnam-era veterans
have increasingly expressed concerns about all types of medical issues occurring in their children, regardless
of age, and in successive generations. Furthermore, they have asserted that more research should be done on
paternally mediated birth effects, so that compensation policies might be developed similar to those that
address maternally mediated birth effects of Vietnam-era progeny.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Jones:

This Veterans Exposed to Agent Orange: Legislative History, Litigation, and Current Issues (CRS Reports)
book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper
anyone read a lot of information you will get. This Veterans Exposed to Agent Orange: Legislative History,
Litigation, and Current Issues (CRS Reports) without we understand teach the one who reading it become
critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Veterans Exposed to Agent Orange:
Legislative History, Litigation, and Current Issues (CRS Reports) can bring when you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone.
This Veterans Exposed to Agent Orange: Legislative History, Litigation, and Current Issues (CRS Reports)
having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Irene Gonzales:

Here thing why that Veterans Exposed to Agent Orange: Legislative History, Litigation, and Current Issues
(CRS Reports) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good however it
depends in the content from it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Veterans Exposed to Agent
Orange: Legislative History, Litigation, and Current Issues (CRS Reports) giving you information deeper
and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that similar with Veterans
Exposed to Agent Orange: Legislative History, Litigation, and Current Issues (CRS Reports). It gives you
thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world
which is maybe can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even
in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form
of Veterans Exposed to Agent Orange: Legislative History, Litigation, and Current Issues (CRS Reports) in
e-book can be your option.

Gary Copeland:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Veterans Exposed to Agent Orange:
Legislative History, Litigation, and Current Issues (CRS Reports) e-book written by well-known writer who
really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written
inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your personal hunger
then you still uncertainty Veterans Exposed to Agent Orange: Legislative History, Litigation, and Current
Issues (CRS Reports) as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth
sense.



Melanie Young:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Veterans Exposed to Agent
Orange: Legislative History, Litigation, and Current Issues (CRS Reports) which is having the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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