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As part of a unique series covering the grand sweep of Western civilization from ancient to present times,
this biographical dictionary provides introductory information on 315 leading cultural figures of late
medieval and early modern Europe. Taking a cultural approach not typically found in general biographical
dictionaries, the work includes literary, philosophical, artistic, military, religious, humanistic, musical,
economic, and exploratory figures. Political figures are included only if they patronized the arts, and
coverage focuses on their cultural impact. Figures from western European countries, such as Italy, France,
England, Iberia, the Low Countries, and the Holy Roman Empire predominate, but outlying areas such as
Scotland, Scandinavia, and Eastern Europe are also represented.

Late medieval Europe was an age of crisis. With the Papacy removed to Avignon, the schism in the Catholic
Church shook the very core of medieval belief. The Hundred Years' War devastated France. The Black
Death decimated the population. Yet out of this crisis grew an age of renewal, leading to the Renaissance.
The great Italian city-states developed. Humanism reawakened interest in the cultures of ancient Greece and
Rome. Dante and Boccaccio began writing in their Tuscan vernacular. Italian artists became humanists and
flourished. As the genius of Italy began spreading to northern and western Europe at the end of the 15th
century, the age of renewal was completed. This book provides thorough basic information on the major
cultural figures of this tumultuous era of crisis and renewal.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Dawson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual The Late Medieval Age of Crisis and Renewal,
1300-1500: A Biographical Dictionary (The Great Cultural Eras of the Western World) is kind of e-book
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Debra Sudduth:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying The Late Medieval Age of
Crisis and Renewal, 1300-1500: A Biographical Dictionary (The Great Cultural Eras of the Western World)
that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over
the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It
can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up
being success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your good habit, it is possible to
pick The Late Medieval Age of Crisis and Renewal, 1300-1500: A Biographical Dictionary (The Great
Cultural Eras of the Western World) become your starter.

Charles Massie:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Late Medieval Age of Crisis and
Renewal, 1300-1500: A Biographical Dictionary (The Great Cultural Eras of the Western World) can be the
response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the
others?

Pedro Lewis:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the book The Late Medieval Age of Crisis and Renewal, 1300-
1500: A Biographical Dictionary (The Great Cultural Eras of the Western World) to make your own personal
reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about book and studying especially. It is to be
initially opinion for you to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the book The Late Medieval
Age of Crisis and Renewal, 1300-1500: A Biographical Dictionary (The Great Cultural Eras of the Western



World) can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this
time.
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